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HOME The United States has determined that Osama bin Laden is the orchestrator of the 1998
INTRODUCTION bombings of two U.S. embassiesin East Africa, the October 2000 attack on the USS
ESBl WHO IS BIN LADEN? Colein the Yemeni port of Aden, and finally, the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on
B ThiiL OF EVIDENCE the Pentagon and World Trade Center which killed over 3000 people. In FRONTLINE's
& WO TERRDRISTE "Hunting bin Laden," a Pulitzer Prize-nominated team of New Y ork Times reporters and
o [T ——_— FRONTLINE correspondent Lowell Bergman investigates the man who has declared
E holy war on the U.S. -- awealthy Saudi Arabian exile believed to be hiding in the
% mountains of Afghanistan with a $5 million bounty on his head.
=
5 Who is bin Laden? This newly updated report and companion Web site offer background
% and insight into his life and motives, from his formative experience in the Afghan jihad

against the Soviets, to his scathing criticism of the Saudi royal family and his campaign
to drive American "infidel" troops out of Saudi Arabia, to his statements and fatwahs

calling for the murder of Americans.

In tracing the trail of evidence linking bin Laden to terrorist attacks, this report includes
interviews with New Y ork Times reporters Judith Miller and James Risen, and a new

interview with former CIA official Larry Johnson. They discuss the attacks which are
suspected to betied to bin Laden's complex terrorism network, outline the elements of

his international organization (with new details of its alliances and its tactics), and
explain the challenges confronting U.S. intelligence and counterterrorism efforts.

This report also raises tough questions about the evidence used to justify Washington's
retaliatory missile strikes in Sudan against bin Laden following the U.S. embassy
bombings in 1998. Drawing on interviews and official documents, "Hunting bin Laden"
shows how U.S. officials have backed away from their original statements that the
targeted Sudanese factory was linked to chemical weapons production.

update posted Nov. 2002

home + introduction + who is bin laden? + trail of evidence + two terrorists + join the
discussion
interviews + reporting from the times + links + press reaction + tapes & transcripts
frontline + pbs online + wgbh
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= BIN LADEN'S May 1998 INTERVIEW (VIDED & TEXT)

HOME
PN [NTRODUCTION

=l WHO IS BIN LADEN? Thisinterview, conducted by ABC's John Miller, was held at bin Laden's remote

E8 TRAIL OF EVIDENCE mountai ntop camp in southern Afghanistan two months before the truck bombings of the
P TWO TERRORISTS U.S. embassiesin East Africa. (Bin Laden had the interview recorded by his own camera
E INTERVIEWS and an associate gave a copy of the tape to FRONTLINE.)

=

= * A CHRONOLOGY OF BIN LADEN'S PoLITICAL LIFE

§ This timeline charts the major events and turning points.

L

= A BIOGRAPHY OF OSAMA BIN LADEN

A source close to bin Laden (who would like to remain anonymous) gave this document
to FRONTLINE and we could not verify independently all of the information contained
init. While some of it istrue, other parts run contrary to accounts given by other reliable
sources. That said, this document does provide important details about bin Laden and his
family life.

» A BACKGROUND REPORT ON THE BIN LADEN FamiLy

Thisinformation isfrom areport dealing with prominent Saudi families of Y emeni
origin. Although FRONTLINE cannot vouch for its accuracy, it does come from French
intelligence sources.

* "GREETINGS, AMERICA. My NAME 15 OS5AMA BIN LADEN...

ABC reporter John Miller recounts his hour-long interview with Osamabin Laden at his
camp on a mountaintop in southern Afghanistan in May of 1998. It took place alittle
more than two months before the truckbombings of the two U.S. embassies in East
Africa

= OsamA BIN LapeEM v, THE U.5.: His EDICTS AND STATEMENTS

This selection is culled from various communiques, edicts and U.S., European and
Middle East press interviews that he's given from 1995 through 1998. It includes
excerpts from bin Laden's February 1998 press conference in which he called for attacks
against all Americans and announced al Qaeda was merging with 11 other militant
Islamic groups to form the World Islamic Front for Jihad Against Crusaders and Jews.

= "A)L QAEDA"

The U.S. government charges that Osama bin Laden heads an international terrorist
network called "Al Qaeda," an Arabic word meaning 'the base.' Here is a summary of the
U.S. alegations about this network.

home + introduction + who is bin laden? + trail of evidence + two terrorists + join the
discussion
interviews + reporting from the times + links + press reaction + tapes & transcripts
frontline + pbs online + wgbh

web site copyright 1995-2008 WGBH educational foundation

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/who/ (1 di 2)03/05/2008 19.40.37


http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/
javascript:scrollOn('navg1');
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/view/
javascript:spawn('../../../programs/localized/pbsv.html',420,400);
javascript:scrollOn('navg4');
javascript:scrollOn('navg5');
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/
http://www.pbs.org/cgi-registry/stationlink.cgir
http://www.pbs.org/
http://www.pbs.org/
http://www.pbs.org/search/search_programsaz.html
http://www.pbs.org/hplink/redir/tvschedules/
http://www.pbs.org/hplink/redir/aboutpbs/aboutpbs_support.html
http://www.shoppbs.org/entry.point?target=z&source=PBSCS_CONTENT_TOPNAV:N:DGR:N:N:707:QPBS
http://www.pbs.org/search/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/talk/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/talk/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/etc/nyt.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/etc/links.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/etc/press.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/etc/tapes.html
http://www.pbs.org/frontline/
http://www.pbs.org/
http://main.wgbh.org/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/us/copyright.html

frontline: hunting bin laden: who is osama bin laden and what does he want? | PBS

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/who/ (2 di 2)03/05/2008 19.40.37



frontline: hunting bin laden: the trail of evidence and the warnings | PBS

tu
= @ FBES HOME PROGRAMS A-Z TV SCHEDULES SUPFORT PES SHOF FBS SEARCH PBS
== |

o

S FRONTLINE

= hEnpa plsongitoont line,

&

g2

£ .

f:|:| J | | I | | I

& s ‘ )

a | !

o |" ||||||||||]| HI

= |||I|w THE TRAIL OF

5 "" v EVIDENCE & THE

i=

2 WARNINGS

z

Examining the links, or suspected links

S befween Bin Laden’s international
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M HomE * INTERVIEW WITH JUDITH MILLER

E INTRODUCTION A correspondent for The New Y ork Times since 1977, she has covered Osama bin Laden
i WHO IS BIN LADEN? since 1993. In thisinterview, conducted September 12, 2001, Miller discusses what was
E TRAIL OF EVIDENCE learned about bin Laden's network from the trials of the 1998 U.S. embassy terrorists and
=8 TWO TERRORISTS from the failed series of terrorist attacks planned to coincide with the millennium

=W | TERVIEWS celebrations. She also discusses the warnings prior to the September 11, 2001, attack on
L

the Pentagon and destruction of the World Trade Center.

* |NTERVIEW WITH LARRY C, JOHNSON

A former CIA officer, Johnson was deputy director of the U.S. State Department Office
of Counterterrorism from 1989 to 1993. In thisinterview, conducted September 12,
2001, he explains why our perception of Osama bin Laden and his organization may be
wrong, what we know about bin Laden's involvement in the 1998 embassy bombings and
the 2000 USS Cole attack, and the degree of warnings leading up to the September 11,
2001, terrorist attack on the U.S.

*  |MTERVIEW WITH |JAMES RISENM

RisenisaNew York Times reporter who covers U.S. intelligence. In thisinterview,
conducted September 12, 2001, he discusses what's been learned about bin Laden's
organization, the strategy it used in attacking the USS Cole in October 2000, and what
has been learned from the September 11, 2001, terrorist attack on the U.S.

* THE U.S. EMBASSY BOMBING TRIALS - A SUMMARY

Thistrial, which began in January 2001 and concluded in May 2001, offers arevealing
glimpse into bin Laden's Al Qaedaterrorist network and how it operated in planning the
1998 U.S. embassy bombings. Included here are excerpts from the testimony of key U.S.
government witnesses who provided crucial information about the workings of bin

L aden's network.

* THE FBI'S DECLASSIFIED SUMMARY ON THE 1098 EMBASSY BOMBINGS

This outlines the FBI's early theories about the bombings and who was responsible.
Intelligence sources say the theories have changed somewhat since this document was
written in November 1998, but the key facts remain the same. The document clearly
outlines the basis for the U.S. government's case against bin Laden and the other suspects
in the 1998 bombings.

» MNOTES ON THE INTERROGATION OF ONE SUSPECT

On the day the U.S. embassies were bombed (August 7, 1998), Mohammed Saddig Odeh
was arrested trying to enter Pakistan with afake Y emeni passport. Interrogated by
Pakistani officials, he eventually admitted being part of the bomb plot. These Pakistani
authorities notes on Odeh's interrogation were used by the FBI to develop their early
theories on the bombings. Odeh clearly makes the connection to Osama bin Laden and
admits being a member of abin Laden group in East Africa.

= WarNINGS TO THE FEI: CouLp THE BomBINGS HavE BEEN PREVENTED?

The FRONTLINE and New Y ork Timesinvestigation into Osama bin Laden uncovered
a series of warnings about bin Laden's network in Africa. These warnings were received
by U.S. officialsin the year prior to the embassy bombings.

= ADMIRALWILLIAM |, CROWE'S REPORT

Admiral Crowe chaired the Accountability Review Boards appointed by the State
Department to investigate facts surrounding the 1998 bombing of the U.S. embassies at
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam. Portions of the report were declassified and published on the
Web. Crowe concluded that while no U.S. employee or department was at fault, there
was "a collective failure by several Administrations and Congresses' to allocate
sufficient resources to the security of U.S. diplomatic missions overseas, and he offers a
number of recommendations to improve security policies and procedures.
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haroun fozul wadih el hage
K =
E HOME = ViDeo REPORT: WHAT TURNS A Bov INTO A TERRORIST?
Gl \TrRoDUCTION TT—
M WHO IS BIN LADEN? — — —— "t_l".'p.'f"':'_'l =
_E TRAIL OF EVIDENCE Low BANDWIDTH {56k HiGH BANDWIDTH {catiefdsl]
)| T TERRURIETS Haroun Fazul was a significant operative in Osama bin Laden's network in East Africa
=g 'NTERVIEWS (see letter below). It's believed he drove the lead truck in the Nairobi embassy bombing
§ of August 1998. As of September 2003, Fazul is still at large. Martin Smith (producer of
e "Hunting Bin Laden") traveled to Fazul's homeland, the impoverished, volatile Comoros

Islands just off the coast of East Africa, to explore what shaped Fazul's young lifein the
Comoros and led him, eventually, into the terrorist world of Osama bin Laden.

= THE STORY OF WADIH ELHAGE

In May 2001, El Hage, aU.S. citizen, was convicted of conspiracy and perjury in the
East Africaembassy bombings case. Prosecutors believed that he was a top member of
Osama bin Laden'sterrorist network. Before the trial, FRONTLINE wanted to know
more about El Hage's life and motives, and sought out his family, neighbors and friends.
All were shocked by his arrest; most proclaimed his innocence.

# THE LETTER FROM ELHAGE'S COMPUTER

During araid on El Hage's house in Nairobi, Kenya, the FBI recovered this |etter from
his personal computer. They believe it was written by Haroun Fazul, one of the suspects
in the Nairobi bombing. He had stayed in El Hage's house. In the letter, Haroun
expresses concern that "the cell membersin East Africaare in great danger”" from
American intelligence forces, and asks, "Are we ready for that big clandestine battle?"

Read the New York Times article on El Hage and

Fazul.
l |

home + introduction + who is bin laden? + trail of evidence + two terrorists + join the
discussion
interviews + reporting from the times + links + press reaction + tapes & transcripts
frontline + pbs online + wgbh

web site copyright 1995-2008 WGBH educational foundation

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/upcl 0se/03/05/2008 19.40.54


http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/
javascript:scrollOn('navg1');
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/view/
javascript:spawn('../../../programs/localized/pbsv.html',420,400);
javascript:scrollOn('navg4');
javascript:scrollOn('navg5');
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/
http://www.pbs.org/cgi-registry/stationlink.cgir
http://www.pbs.org/
http://www.pbs.org/
http://www.pbs.org/search/search_programsaz.html
http://www.pbs.org/hplink/redir/tvschedules/
http://www.pbs.org/hplink/redir/aboutpbs/aboutpbs_support.html
http://www.shoppbs.org/entry.point?target=z&source=PBSCS_CONTENT_TOPNAV:N:DGR:N:N:707:QPBS
http://www.pbs.org/search/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/
http://media.pbs.org/ramgen/wgbh/pages/frontline/1713_fazulxisdn.rm
http://media.pbs.org/ramgen/wgbh/pages/frontline/1713_fazulxisdn.rm
http://media.pbs.org/ramgen/wgbh/pages/frontline/1713_fazulxisdn.rm
http://www.real.com/player/
http://media.pbs.org/ramgen/wgbh/pages/frontline/1713_fazulx56.rm
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/upclose/elhage.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/upclose/elhage.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/upclose/computer.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/upclose/computer.html
http://partners.nytimes.com/library/world/africa/091898attack-arrest.html?Partner=PBS&RefId=Eutttn-uFBqv
http://partners.nytimes.com/library/world/africa/091898attack-arrest.html?Partner=PBS&RefId=Eutttn-uFBqv
http://partners.nytimes.com/library/world/africa/091898attack-arrest.html?Partner=PBS&RefId=Eutttn-uFBqv
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/talk/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/talk/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/etc/nyt.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/etc/links.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/etc/press.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/etc/tapes.html
http://www.pbs.org/frontline/
http://www.pbs.org/
http://main.wgbh.org/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/us/copyright.html

frontline: hunting bin laden: interviews | PBS

@ FES HOME PROGRAMS A-ZF TV SCHEDULES SUPFPORT PES SHOF PBS SEARCH PBS

FRONTLINE

nonp plosongTromtlined

FRONTLINE

INTERVIEWS

osama bin laden & followers

bulletin = schedule  watch online  e-mail this page

=

=l HoME NTERVIEWS CONDUCTED SEPTEMBER 12, 2001 FOLLOWING THE TERRORIST

Bl (nrrRoDUCTION ATTACK ON THE WORLD TRADE CENTER AND PENTAGOMN

a WHO IS BIN LADEN?

E TRAIL OF EVIDENCE = |uDITH MILLER

=g "0 TERRORISTS A correspondent for The New Y ork Times since 1977, she has covered Osama bin Laden
= 'MNTERVIEWS since 1993. In thisinterview, conducted September 12, 2001, Miller discusses what was
§ learned about bin Laden's network from the trials of the 1998 U.S. embassy terrorists and
b from the failed series of terrorist attacks planned to coincide with the millennium

celebrations. She also discusses the warnings prior to the September 11, 2001, attack on
the Pentagon and destruction of the World Trade Center.

» LARRY C. |JOHNSOM

A former CIA officer, Johnson was deputy director of the U.S. State Department Office
of Counterterrorism from 1989 to 1993. In this interview, conducted September 12,
2001, he explains why our perception of Osama bin Laden and his organization may be
wrong, what we know about bin Laden's involvement in the 1998 embassy bombings and
the 2000 USS Cole attack, and the degree of warnings leading up to the September 11,
2001, terrorist attack on the U.S.

= |aMES RISEN

RisenisaNew York Times reporter who covers U.S. intelligence. In thisinterview,
conducted September 12, 2001, he discusses what's been |earned about bin Laden's
organization, the strategy it used in attacking the USS Cole in October 2000, and what
has been |earned from the September 11, 2001, terrorist attack on the U.S.

NTERVIEWS CONDUCTED IN LATE 1998 AND EARLY 1999 FOLLOWING THE
BOMBINGS OF TWO U.S. EMBASSIES IN EAST AFRICA.,

= SaID K. ABURISH

He is a Palestinian-born journalist and author of many books on the Middle East,
including The Rise, Corruption, and Coming Fall of the House of Saud. He talks about
Osama bin Laden's roots in Saudi Arabia's dissident movement--a movement which
seeksto drive 'infidel’ U.S. forces out of the Saudi kingdom, the land of the two holy
mosques of Mecca and Medina.

» DR, SAAD AL-FAGIH

A Saudi Arabian dissident living in exile in London, he heads the Movement for Islamic
Reform in Arabia. As aphysician, hetook part in the Afghan rebels war against the
Soviet invasion and explains the significance of that war for Muslims throughout the
world. As afellow Saudi dissident, he knows about bin Laden and his views.

* AHMED SATTAR

An Egyptian-born U.S.citizen, Sattar acted as a paralegal and spokesman for the "Blind
Sheik" Omar Abdel Al Rahman, convicted of conspiring to blow up New Y ork City
landmarks. In April 2002, the U.S. indicted Sattar and three others for providing material
support for aterrorist organization called the Islamic Group. In thisinterview (conducted
for FRONTLINE's report on Osama bin Laden),Sattar explains why many in the Islam
world agree with bin Laden and oppose the United States. He also answers questions
about bin Laden's Egyptian supporters and their alleged connections to terrorist events.

= MIToN BEARDEN

He was with the Central Intelligence Agency from 1964-1994. Asitsfield officer in
Afghanistan, he oversaw the CIA's $3 billion covert aid program for Afghan rebels
fighting the Soviets. During the 1980's, he was CIA station chief in the Sudan. He
evaluates the Afghan war's importance to the Muslim world and bin Laden'sroleinit. He
also questions classifying the Sudan as a 'terrorist state' and criticizes Americas
retaliatory missile strike in the Sudan against bin Laden.

» SAMUEL B, BERGER

AsU.S. National Security Advisor, he was part of asmall group advising on the U.S.
response to the 1998 East Africa embassy bombings. President Clinton eventually
decided to bomb aterrorist training camp in Afghanistan thought to be used by bin
Laden and, a pharmaceutical plant in the Sudan.

» LARRY C. |JOHNSOM

A former CIA officer, he was deputy director of the U.S. State Department Office of
Counterterrorism, 1989-1993, and now heads the consulting firm Berg Associates. He
explains why he believes the U.S. has often exaggerated the terrorist threat and analyzes
the danger posed by Osama bin Laden.

= THOMAS PICKERING

Heis U.S. Under-Secretary of State for Political Affairs. In thisinterview he discusses
how Osama bin Laden isareal threat, and why Muslim anger against the U.S. is
mi sdirected.

= Omar Hassan AHMED AL-BASHIR

Heis President of the Republic of the Sudan and led an Islamic fundamentalist
revolution in the Sudan which created an Islamic state. Bashir knew and respected bin
Laden when he lived in the Sudan, but eventually asked bin Laden to leave because of U.
S. and Saudi pressure. Bashir has called for an international investigation into the U.S.
strike against the Sudan pharmaceutical plant following the 1998 bombings of the U.S.
embassiesin East Africa

» MOTHER-IN-Law oF WaDIH EL HAGE

An American Muslim nurse, she asked to be interviewed anonymously fearing
harassment due to her son-in-law's connection to the Nairobi embassy bombing. She
gives her reasons for believing her son-in-law was not involved in the Nairobi bombing.
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HOME April 1995 In a never-published interview with a French journalist, Osama
INTRODUCTION bin Laden says that his decision to fight alongside Afghan

WHO IS BIN LADEN? mujahedeen dated from "the time when the Americans decided
TRAIL OF EVIDENCE to help the Afghans fight the Russians.”

TWO TERRORISTS _ _ _
INTERVIEWS "To counter these athelst Russians, the Saudis

chose me as their representative in Afghanistan... |
did not fight against the communist threat while
forgetting the peril from the West."

schedule | watch online

"For us, the idea was not to get involved more than
necessary in the fight against the Russians, which
was the business of the Americans, but rather to
show our solidarity with our Islamist brothers. |
discovered that it was not enough to fight in
Afghanistan, but that we had to fight on all fronts
against communist or Western oppression. The
urgent thing was communism, but the next target
was America... Thisis an open war up to the end,
until victory."

bulletin

search

FROMTLIME home

August 3, 1995 Bin Laden issues a communiqué called "an Open Letter to King
Fahd." He outlines major grievances against the Saudi regime:
lack of commitment to Sunni Islam, inability to conduct viable
defense policy, the squandering of public funds and oil money,
and the dependence on non-Muslims for protection. He calls for
acampaign of guerilla attacks to drive U.S. forces out of the
Saudi Kingdom.

July 10, 1996 The British newspaper The Independent quotes bin Laden as
saying:

"The ordinary man knows that [Saudi Arabia] is
the largest oil producer in the world, yet at the
same time he is suffering from taxes and bad
services. Now the people understand the speeches
of the ulemas in the mosques--that our country has
become an American colony. They act decisively
with every action to kick the Americans out of
Saudi Arabia. What happened in Riyadh and
[Dhahran] when 24 Americans werekilled in two
bombingsis clear evidence of the huge anger of
Saudi people against America. The Saudis now
know their real enemy is America." [From The
Washington Post 8/23/98]

August 23, 1996 Several months after being expelled from the Sudan, bin Laden
issues his "Declaration of War Against the Americans Who
Occupy the Land of the Two Holy Mosques." It reads, in part:

"Muslims burn with anger at America. For its own
good, America should leave [Saudi Arabia] ...
There is no more important duty than pushing the
American enemy out of the holy land. ... The
presence of the USA Crusader military forces on
land, sea and air of the states of the Islamic Gulf is
the greatest danger threatening the largest oil
reserve in the world. The existence of these forces
in the area will provoke the people of the country
and induces aggression on their religion, feelings
and prides and pushes them to take up armed
struggle against the invaders occupying the

land. ... Due to the imbalance of power between
our armed forces and the enemy forces, a suitable
means of fighting must be adopted, i.e. using fast-
moving, light forces that work under complete
secrecy. In other words, to initiate a guerrillawar,
where the sons of the nation, and not the military
forces, take part init."

October - November | Bin Laden is quoted in October/November issue of Nidaul Islam
1996 magazine as saying:

"Asfor their accusations of terrorizing the
innocent, the children, and the women, these are in
the category of ‘accusing others with their own
affliction in order to fool the masses.' The
evidence overwhelmingly shows Americaand
Israel killing the weaker men, women and children
in the Muslim world and elsewhere. A few
examples of this are seen in the recent Qana
massacre in Lebanon, and the death of more than
600,000 Iragi children because of the shortage of
food and medicine which resulted from the
boycotts and sanctions against the Muslim Iraqgi
people, aso their withholding of arms from the
Muslims of Bosnia-Herzegovina leaving them
prey to the Christian Serbians who massacred and
raped in a manner not seen in contemporary
history. Not to forget the dropping of the H-bombs
on cities with their entire populations of children,
elderly, and women, on purpose, and in a
premeditated manner as was the case with
Hiroshima and Nagasaki."[From The Washington
Post 8/23/98]

March 1997 In aCNN interview with Osama bin Laden, he says:

"We declared jihad against the US government,
because the US government is unjust, criminal and
tyrannical. It has committed acts that are
extremely unjust, hideous and criminal whether
directly or through its support of the Isragli
occupation.”

"For this and other acts of aggression and
Injustice, we have declared jihad against the US,
because in our religion it is our duty to make jihad
so that God's word is the one exalted to the heights
and so that we drive the Americans away from all
Muslim countries.As for what you asked whether
Jjihad is directed against US soldiers, the civilians
in the land of the Two Holy Places (Saudi Arabia,
Mecca and Medina) or against the civiliansin
America, we have focused our declaration on
striking at the soldiers in the country of The Two
Holy Places."

"The country of the Two Holy Places has in our
religion a peculiarity of its own over the other
Muslim countries. In our religion, it is not
permissible for any non-Muslim to stay in our
country. Therefore, even though American
civilians are not targeted in our plan, they must
leave. We do not guarantee their safety, because
we are in asociety of more than abillion
Muslims."

"I have benefited so greatly from the jihad in
Afghanistan that it would have been impossible
for me to gain such a benefit from any other
chance and this cannot be measured by tens of
years but rather more than that. ... Our experience
in thisjihad was great, by the grace of God, praise
and glory be to Him, and the most of what we
benefited from was that the myth of the
superpower was destroyed not only in my mind
but aso in the minds of all Muslims. Slumber and
fatigue vanished and so was the terror which the U.
S. would usein its media by attributing itself
superpower status or which the Soviet Union used
by attributing itself as a superpower."

[As quoted in The Washington Post 8/23/98]

February 22, 1998 Bin Laden issues an edict calling for attacks on all Americans,
including civilians, and announces the creation of the
International 1slamic Front for Jihad Against the Jews and
Crusaders, in association with extremist groups from Egypt,
Pakistan and Bangladesh.

The following quotations are taken from the edict, as trans ated
by the Federation of American Scientists. (FAS). The edict's full

text is available on their web site.

"For over seven years the United States has been
occupying the lands of Islam in the holiest of
places, the Arabian Peninsula, plundering its
riches, dictating to its rulers, humiliating its
people, terrorizing its neighbors, and turning its
bases in the Peninsulainto a spearhead through
which to fight the neighboring Muslim peoples.”

"Despite the great devastation inflicted on the Iraq
people by the crusader-Zionist alliance, and
despite the huge number of those killed, which has
exceeded 1 million... despite al this, the
Americans are once again trying to repeat the
horrific massacres, as though they are not content
with the protracted blockade imposed after the
ferocious war or the fragmentation and
devastation.”

"We--with God's help--call on every Muslim who
believesin God and wishes to be rewarded to
comply with God's order to kill the Americans and
plunder their money wherever and whenever they
find it. We also call on Muslim ulema, leaders,
youths, and soldiers to launch the raid on Satan's U.
S. troops and the devil's supporters allying with
them, and to displace those who are behind them
so that they may learn alesson."”

"The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies --
civilians and military -- isan individual duty for
every Muslim who can do it in any country in
which it is possibleto doit, in order to liberate the
a-Agsa Mosgue and the holy mosque [Mecca]
from their grip, and in order for their armiesto
move out of all the lands of Islam, defeated and
unable to threaten any Muslim."

December 23, 1998 | Thisinterview with Time Magazine includes the following
question-answer excerpts:

TIME: Areyou responsible for the bomb attacks on the two
American embassiesin Africa?

Osama bin Laden: The International 1slamic Front for Jihad
against the U.S. and Isragl has, by the grace of God, issued a
crystal-clear fatwah calling on the Islamic nation to carry on
jihad [holy war] aimed at liberating holy sites. The nation of
Muhammad has responded to this appeal. If the instigation for
Jjihad against the Jews and the Americans in order to liberate al-
Aksa Mosque and the Holy Kaaba [Islamic shrinesin Jerusalem
and Saudi Arabia] is considered acrime, then let history be a
witness that | am acriminal. Our job isto instigate and, by the
grace of God, we did that, and certain people responded to this
instigation.

What can the U.S. expect from you now?

Any thief or criminal or robber who enters another country in
order to steal should expect to be exposed to murder at any time.
For the American forces to expect anything from me personally
reflects avery narrow perception. Thousands of millions of
Muslims are angry. The Americans should expect reactions from
the Muslim world that are proportionate to the injustice they
inflict.

The U.S. saysyou aretrying to acquire chemical and nuclear
weapons.

Acquiring weapons for the defense of Muslimsis areligious
duty. If | have indeed acquired these weapons, then | thank God
for enabling me to do so. And if | seek to acquire these weapons,
| am carrying out aduty. It would be asin for Muslims not to try
to possess the weapons that would prevent the infidels from
inflicting harm on Muslims.

America, theworld's only superpower, has called you Public
Enemy Number One. Areyou worried?

Hostility toward Americais areligious duty, and we hope to be
rewarded for it by God. To call us Enemy No. 1 or 2 does not
hurt us. Osama bin Laden is confident that the |slamic nation
will carry out its duty. | am confident that Muslims will be able
to end the legend of the so-called superpower that is America.

December 24, 1998 | In asecond interview with reporter John Miller, which is
televised on ABC News, bin Laden says he wants to "put to rest"
speculation that he was hurt or killed in the U.S. retaliatory
missile strikes in Afghanistan and the Sudan.

He denies that he was behind the bombings of the U.S.
embassies in East Africa but describes two of the suspects,
whom he said he knew, as "two men whom we respect and hold
in the highest esteem.”

Renewing his fatwah, bin Laden states, "We are confident that
the Muslim nation would rid Islamic countries of the Americans
and the Jews." He also does not deny charges that he tried to
develop chemical and nuclear weapons, "If | seek to acquire such
weapons, thisis areligious duty. How we use them is up to us.”
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- INTERVIEW JUDITH MILLER

- A correspondent for The New York Times since 1977, she has covered

- Osama bin Laden since 1993. In this interview, conducted September 12,

: 2001, Miller discusses what was learned about bin Laden's network from the
- trials of the 1998 U.S. embassy terrorists and from the failed series of

: terrorist attacks planned to coincide with the millennium celebrations. She
also discusses the warnings prior to the September 11, 2001, attack on the
: Pentagon and destruction of the World Trade Center.
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HOME Why should we think that this attack of September 11, 2001, was an attack directed
INTRODUCTION by Osama bin Laden?
WHO IS BIM LADEN?
TRAIL OF EVIDEMCE | think it hasalot of his earmarks. | think the enormity of the strike, a strike desgned to
TWO TERRORISTS amaze the world, to astonish the world, that's always one of his goals, to outdo his last
INTERVIEWS effort. | think the fact that there was no claim of credit, no one claimed credit for this

S attack, that's atypical bin Laden network trait. Three, the fact that it was very

i sophisticated. | think we're beginning to see signs that it may have been

compartmentalized the way the other operations have been. Four, the statement that he

E did make recently, apparently -- we're till verifying it -- that while he did not claim

2 credit for it, in fact suggested that he did not do it, he was pleased with the outcome. That

o tends to be what they have normally said.

=

=

2

L

That'swhat he said after the 1998 Africa bombings.

After the Africa bombings, after the USS Cole. Always that same, "I cannot take credit,
but | am delighted and the Arab world should be and Muslims everywhere should be."

Can you remind uswhat happened with the USS Cole war ship?

WEll, | think you have to go back before the Cole, to the USS The Sullivans, and | think
the lesson of the Cole is that these guys don't give up. They learn from their mistakes. It
seems that the Cole was actually supposed to be part of the series of attacks that were
planned to coincide with the millennium celebrations. The Islamists were going to ring in
the century, in their own inimitable fashion, by setting off explosionsin several capitals,
on the border of Israel, Jordan, Sesttle, probably New Y ork, Chicago perhaps, and in

Y emen with aU.S. warship -- not the Cole -- but another ship that was visiting the area
at that time, the USS The Sullivans. And in what seemed to us akind of comic
presentation of what happened, the would-be martyrs loaded up their boat with
explosives and set the little dingy out to meet The Sullivans and the [dingy] was
overloaded and sank. And they scrambled to shore. They left the explosives. They raced
off. They abandoned the place. One of them went scurrying back to Afghanistan from
whence he had come and they disappeared and no one ever made the connection. Had
the Y emeni authorities--

No one ever made which connection?

The connection of the group that had tried to send a dingy out to The Sullivans with the
effort to bring down an American warship, which is what happened only afew months
later [in October 2000].

Thelesson being that in 1993, they failed to topplethe World Trade Center and
they came back on September 11, 2001, and succeeded. And so, like The Sullivans,
they came back and hit the Cole.

WEell, we're not absolutely certain, | believe, that the same people who did the World
Trade Center bombing 1 were the same people who came back and did the Trade Center
bombing 2 thistime. There are indications that there were links between the original
group and the Osama bin Laden networks. But there are still some questions about how
the World Trade Center group was connected to Osama bin Laden and whether or not in
fact Osama bin Laden had given the order for that operation. | don't think we know that
firmly yet.

What happened in the USS Cole attack?

In the attack on the Cole, 17 sailorswerekilled and a U.S. warship was severely
damaged, so much so that it took years of repair and work to get the ship to seaagain, to
make it sea-worthy. And it was done by a small group, once again a suicide operation, of
INn some cases very experienced people from the bin Laden organization. And they filled
adingy up with explosives, unmarked dingy, sailed out to the Cole, waved at the people
on the deck of the Cole, sailed right up to the ship and blew it apart.

And what did the investigation teach us about bin Laden?

That he isrelentless, that he learns from his mistakes, that he is patient, and that he
doesn't give up.

Therewasfrustration on the part of our intelligence agenciesin termsof really
getting to the bottom of that investigation?

| think the U.S. intelligence agencies and law enforcement people were hugely frustrated
by their experience with working with the Y emenis. Y emeni law enforcement has its
own set of ethics and standards and ways of operating and even in the best of times, it
was always a very difficult relationship between Y emen, which we must recall supported
Saddam Hussein during the Gulf War. They're newfound American allies and friends.
This was bound to be arelationship fraught with tension because of the very strong
Islamist movement that controls alot of very important activities and sectors of Y emeni
society. It was fraught with tension and peril.

Thetrial startsoff afew monthslater, in January. What dowelearn in thetrial of
the 1998 embassy bomber s about the bin Laden organization that's significant?

| think what I've learned about the way in which they operate is how good they were,
how resourceful they are, and how the image that so many of us have of kind of wild-
eyed, bearded, Kalashnikov-waving militantsis not this bin Laden organization or his
networks. Many of the people who have been indicted and are being tried in New Y ork
are middle class, rather well-connected young men -- and they're almost always men, by
the way -- whom one would have never thought of as potential terrorists, suicide
candidates.

- Even before the most recent horrific attacks,

: and ear of the U.5. government was trained wevery eye

: Afghanistan, these networks...This is the fown

. kind of intelligence fo get, because these areghest

- whose sole aim in life is fo defeat such effort people
5.

These were people who usually had a college education. One of them, Ihab Ali, who has
now turned state's witness and is going to cooperate with the U.S. government in its
prosecution, was actually an airline pilot. And he wastrained at [a] flight school in
Norman, Oklahoma. He was Osama bin Laden's personal pilot. He spoke of training
others, of helping to protect bin Laden in Sudan. And he paints a portrait of an
organization which is highly disciplined, very compartmented, fraught with the kind of
normal rivalries that make life in any bureaucracy, if you will, stressful at times. An
organization in which people were often asked to pay for themselves or carry their own
weight. And an organization which is kind of well-conceived and effective.

Do you want to highlight anybody else that emergesin that trial asreally advancing
our under standing of the bin Laden network?

See, | didn't cover thetrial. | think what | know, | really know from the millennium
cases. Those are the guys who really just knock my socks off. The millennium bombing
case, you've got two Americans, Palestinian origin, once again, one a product of business
school in California, well-connected Palestinian family, educated in Saudi Arabiaand
Jordan, college, everything to look forward to. And then afellow student in northern
California convinces him that he can't really experience life as a Muslim without going
to Afghanistan. He does and he comes back an absolutely changed man.

| think people don't realize how much of an operation the millennium bombing plot
really was, and how closeit wasto pulling off amajor terrorist attack.

Oh, absolutely. ... The millennium bombing [attacks] failed. And we completely forgot
about them. So people didn't really study the lessons of them, study what it told us about
their organizations, showed us what we needed to know about the importance of
intelligence cooperation between Arab governments, which know these people much
better than Americans ever will, and U.S. intelligence, which in this case helped prevent
aterrible tragedy from occurring. And yet the moment it's over, it was forgotten about.
And my efforts, and the efforts of my newspaper to pursue it, ran into alot of
indifference, even in U.S. government circles, except for asmall group of FBI and White
House officials in the Clinton administration who were absolutely convinced that what
they were seeing in the millennium bombing attempts would be a prescription for the
future. They were the ones who helped me and helped tell the story.

How do we grade the intelligence community in the United States?

Y ou know, it's so easy in retrospect to look back and say, "Would've, could've,
should've." | can't say that, because | think we're spending now over $10 billion ayear on
counterterrorism. Even before the most recent horrific attacks, even before that, every
eye and ear of the U.S. government was trained on this part of the world -- Afghanistan,
on these networks, in Europe, in the Middle East. Thisisreally hard work. It'shard as a
journalist and it's even hard when you're a government official armed with electronic
eyes and ears and search warrants. Thisis the toughest kind of reporting and the toughest
kind of intelligence to get because these are people whose sole aim in life isto defeat
such efforts. They are experts at protecting themselves. Let me give you an example.

In the Jordan-American part of the millennium bombing case, this was the effort to blow
up holy sites, bridge crossingsinto Israel, and the Radisson Hotel in Amman over the
millennium. Each cell was highly compartmentalized. In most cases, the people who
were members of the cell had no idea what the real names were of other people in their
own cell. There was aso no communication between members of the two different cells.
They did not know what their missions were, who was financing them, what their
activities were, or the other names and identities and even addresses. So you had an
enormous degree of discipline and of organization and of decentralization.

The criticism that is being made of our intelligence servicesisthat we have alot of
eavesdr opping equipment, we have a lot of technology at work, but we have failed
on thelevel of human intelligence, basically, spies.

Probably true. And do you know how hard it would be to get an American spy into these
camps? | think that our Arab alliesin thisinstance are much better placed than is
American intelligence to accomplish that mission. And | think what the experience of the
most recent attacks shows usisthat what is absolutely essential in preventing such
attacksis close cooperation between the human intelligence that the Arab governments
have and the American enormous prowess and ability and electronic and signal
intelligence.

Why have we not had mor e human intelligence coor dination and cooper ation?

| think in the millennium bombing plots you saw such cooperation and that was what
was partly responsible for the failure of those attacks. Jordan warned the United States
and without that warning, I'm not sure we would've ever caught that young man as he
crossed into our border from Canada, Ahmed Ressam, who fortunately did not speak
English and panicked at just the right moment. But | would point out that there was an
alert on at that border, and the reason for that aert was the Jordanian warning to us that
something, somewhere was threatening us. They didn't know where it would come from.
They believed it might come from Canada. Apparently, there was some very vague
guidance from Jordan, which helped trigger the alert, which | think saved us from a
terrible catastrophe.

But the $10 billion to $11 billion that we're spending a year, why aren't we getting
better cooperation? Isit avalid criticism that's being made by former CIA officers
that we've failed on the human intelligence side?

| think, given what's happened in the last couple of days, in the last week here in New
York, it's going to be very hard for intelligence agencies, to defend themselves, but as for
me, I'm keeping an open mind because | do not yet know what we knew. What | do
know is that there were indications that something big was coming. I've been told this
reliably. And I've also been told that thisiswhat triggered the alert last June. All
American armed forces around the globe, but particularly those in the Middle East, were
on aert in aheightened state of alert, in some cases what they call Delta State of
Readiness and Security, because the Americans were suspecting something.

Y ou know, with a group as disparate and as decentralized as these networks, as the
Osama bin Laden networks, you can be listening and monitoring one cell and one group
of the network, one part of the network that seemsto be very active and seems to be
preparing something, and that could actually be disinformation or a cover for another
part of the network that is not being monitored. One of the hallmarks of Osamabin
Laden isthat he picks and chooses from the enormous range of militant groups that are
affiliated with him. And if he thinks the Americans are watching, say, acell in Italy, as
we were this past year, he doesn't use or rely on acell in Italy. He'll call on aMalaysian
cell or acell operating in Canada. And that's why thisis the toughest kind of reporting to
do. | don't think it serves anybody's interest at this point to start playing the blame game.
It's only going to be a waste of time and energy that we desperately need focused on
what is going to be along-term effort to root out these networks, which are even in our
country, and to really fight terrorism.

What indications werethere that bin Laden was up to something?

... | think we've had plenty of warnings from Osama bin Laden recently that something
was up. One of the most recent was a supposedly 90-minute video tape in which he not
only repeated the call he had made, initialy in February of '98, calling on all good
Muslimsto kill American soldiers and civilians wherever they arein any part of the
world. He also said that he was specifically going to bring the jihad to America's shores.

Thiswasthe MBC [Middle East Broadcasting Center] tape?

Thiswas the MBC tape, only portions of which were broadcast in the Arab world, and
only some of which have been seen here. | think the American reaction, or at least some
of the American news media, was, "There he goes again." Actually, these warnings from
bin Laden himself have been very rare. They arerelatively few and in-between. And |
think the peoplein intelligence and law enforcement that | know were rattled by this
warning, but they didn't quite know what to do about it. Once again, you have to know
where to look.

They took these war nings--this was a specific--

Y es, they took these warnings serioudly. ... | know people at the White House last July 4
who didn't sleep for days. They were so worried about what might be coming our way
and at the end of the holiday, people were talking about dodging bullets, about how
lucky we were thistime. | think that the difficulty in a democracy of stopping an attack
like this cannot and should not be underestimated. It's really not fair to the government.

Arewe expecting too much from our intelligence agencies and too much from our
enfor cement people and not enough from our policy makers?

Well, | think after the '98 embassy bombings, there were calls for retribution and that
retribution was not long in coming. It took the form of the cruise missile attacksin
Afghanistan and it made people temporarily feel very good. And when | went to
Afghanistan myself after the cruise missile revenge attacks as they were called in the
Middle East, | saw that they had done virtually nothing to stop bin Laden or his
networks. These are people who are used to, so to speak, folding up their tents and
moving on. They travel light.

They made a martyr of him to someto degree, or at least a symbol of him to the--

Every time he survives one of these bombings, every time he survives what is described
as an American-inspired attack against him, he becomes stronger. He becomes more of a
symbol and he becomes harder to defeat.

In '98 when the U.S. embassies wer e bombed, people in America immediately think
of the West Bank and Gaza. But indeed it was not because of that so much as
because of U.S. troopsin Saudi Arabia. We've had a ssmmering problemin
Palesting, Israel. What areweto think? Isthat related to this?

Well | think Osama bin Laden and his networks are very fond of wrapping themselvesin
the Palestinian cause, and that they say that they're doing thisin part to help liberate
Palestine from Israeli oppression. My last book looked at the causes of Islamic militancy
and | found as | studied militant Islam in 10 different countries that Palestine was very
marginal in the thinking of most of these groups and the bin Laden groups. Palestineis a
convenient justification for their hatred of the United States, but it is not the cause of
their hatred. And | think that if we look to the Middle East and say, "Oh, if we could only
solve the Palestinian problem, we would end these kinds of suicide attacks against
America," | think that's naive and | think it's dangerous.

What isthe cause of bin Laden'sanger at the United States?

In his case -- and in each of these countries, | think the roots are slightly different -- but
in his case, | think it traces back to his hatred of Americafor what he considered our
defiling sacred Saudi soil by sending our troops to defend his country, paradoxically.
Thiswas awealthy man of privilege, well educated, but who really believed that
Muslims could defend themselves and should defend themselves. And when his king had
to humiliate the Arab and the Muslim peoples by asking infidels to come to their holy
land, their holy soil and fight for them, he was humiliated, and he felt his people ought to
be. And | think when we study his early speeches and writing, that's what you get, this
kind of brewing resentment based on humiliation.
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- He is a New York Times reporter who reports on U.S. intelligence. In his

- interview, conducted September 12, 2001, Risen talks about what's been

- learned about bin Laden's organization, the strategy it used in attacking the
: USS Cole warship in October 2000, why other Arabs have become recruits

: to his cause, the challenges confronting the U.S. intelligence community,
and what has been learned from the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks
: on America.
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HOME Isthere a question in your mind, in the minds of the people you talk toin the
INTRODUCTION intelligence community that this-- the September 11, 2001, attack -- wasa bin
WHO IS BIN LADEN? L aden operation?
TRAIL OF EVIDENCE
TWO TERRORISTS They're not definitive about it yet. They say it's still not conclusive. They say there are
INTERVIEWS strong indications pointing at him. But they're not willing to be entirely conclusive about
ﬁ it yet.
g
i
E
% Bin Laden in 2000. What did we know about him then, a year ago? What were we
E lear ning even at that moment?
=
% | think the U.S. intelligence community has very gradually learned alot more about him.

With each attack, with each threat, they've been able to kind of put flesh on the bones of
what they know about Al Qaeda, his network, and about the people involved and about

their modus operandi. Each time, however, he uses a slightly different approach. And
that's why he's been fairly successful against the United States.

What they now know isthat Al Qaedais avery loose organization of Islamic radicals,
based in Afghanistan, but with people from Egypt, Algeria, and other countries, who
kind of form shifting alliances using bin Laden and his organization as kind of an
umbrellato perform operations. So it's aways difficult to penetrate exactly what they're
doing for the United States because there is not a hard and fast organizational chart to Al
Qaeda. He uses different lieutenants for different operations.

And in the past, they have seen how some of his lieutenants will kind of come out of
Afghanistan, be in charge of one operation, and then go back into Afghanistan and never
be seen again in the West. It's clear to the United States that bin Laden has learned from
each operation. He'simproved his communications security. So that ... for instance, he
learned after the East African bombings that the United States could penetrate some of
his satellite phone and other communications. Since then, his communications have
gotten more secure. And it's gotten more difficult for the United States to penetrate with
great accuracy communications between bin Laden and his lieutenants overseas.

So thisbusiness of Al Qaeda, it'sdifferent than the Corleone family, say, the typical
mafia family.

Right. It'sagroup largely based on ideology and religion of like-minded radicals and
extremists who have been drawn by the jihad in the United States at first and then later
by a shared anti-Americanism and a shared hatred for Israel. And he has recruited out of
various Islamic nations and Islamic groups, partly because he has become seen in the
Arab world as the premiere opponent of the United States. And so in a sense, our own
publicity of him has hurt us. Because it's served essentially as arecruiting tool for bin

L aden.

And it's made him amajor figure in the Arab world by making it clear to desperate
young Arabs who don't have anyplace ... who feel they don't have anything else to do,
frustrated with their hatred of the West, that he's the man to turn to. And so essentialy ...
our attacks on him in some sense have made him a bigger deal than he was before.

The USS Cole, describe briefly what happened. And how did that put bin Laden
again at center stage?

WEell, his organization has typically attacked soft targets around the world where the
United States has interests that are not heavily secured. Or he has found ways of
determining vulnerabilities in American security, in American interests around the
world. In the East African bombing case, he found two embassies in out of the way
places in Africa where the buildings had not been modernized with more modern
security measures that are in place at other embassies around the world.

: His organization is difficult to penetrate, It is

- on shared passion and emotion and an ideo based
: And it’s difficulf to buy an informant with mology.

: who is driven not by money but by ideology. ney

In the Cole, he found a United States warship that was anchored in a harbor, in a country
that has traditionally been a haven for Islamic terrorists. The decisions to allow
American ships to transit and harbor in Y emen may put those shipsin an exposed
position. Because we knew going in that Y emen had a history of being unable to stop
Islamic terrorists, and that they operated through Y emen as a major transit point between
Afghanistan and other parts of the Middle East.

So, the United States knew going in that Y emen was a dangerous place. The United
States made a political and diplomatic decision to place shipsthere in part to try and
shore up the Y emeni support for the West. But bin Laden saw that as yet another weak
spot, an Achilles heel. They had suicide bombers on little rafts loaded with explosives.

And when they approached the ship, pretending to be men bringing out supplies from the
harbor, they blew up. So it is yet another example of using suicide bombers against a
target that was in an exposed position. And that has become his MO. He has gotten
enough recruits of people who are willing to kill themselvesin the name of Al Qaeda and
the name of an attack on American interests. And if you have a combination of suicide
bombers and the patience and the resources to find weak spotsin American security
around the world, it's a dangerous combination.

Have we become complacent about his abilities? Or had he become all the more
crafty about ...

Clearly with each attack he's gotten better. And he's become more sophisticated. The
latest attacks against the World Trade Center and the Pentagon show a dramatic increase
in his sophistication. And yet, it was also similar in the sense that they were exposed
targets, that he found a weakness in the security system. And he was able to exploit that
with suicide bombers or suicide assailants.

And in the case of the Coleinvestigation, the fact that it wasin Yemen, how did that
effect the ability toreally penetrate, investigate it?

It's made it very difficult. The investigation has stalled in the Cole investigation, largely
because the FBI has found it difficult to operate in Y emen. The government there has
arrested some people. But it's been difficult so far to trace these people back to Al Qaeda
through the local investigation. So there's a great frustration or has been in the United
States about the progress on that investigation.

Thetrialsthat were ongoing in relation to the embassy bombings, what did we learn
in thosetrials about the man and his or ganization?

Wl ... there was one very valuable withess who agreed to cooperate with the United
States who provided real insight into the organization and layout of Al Qaeda. And that
was probably the most significant thing to come out of the trial, was to have an insider
finaly lay out publicly for the first time great detail on the Al Qaeda organization. A lot
of that had already been known to the CIA and the FBI because this man and others have
been cooperating over the last couple of years. But this was the first time it was publicly
revealed in open court. And it provided greater ammunition for those who make the case
that bin Laden does have the motive and the resources to carry out these kind of
operations.

What did we learn about the organization?

Just the intensity with which the organization continues to exist solely for the reason of
killing Americans and Israelis, Americans more than any other group. And that it's awell
thought out campaign of terror.

But you're describing an organization whose sole ideology is death to Americans?

Bin Laden was the heir to the largest construction company, one of the sons of the owner
of the largest construction company in Saudi Arabia. So he grew up wealthy and
privileged in Saudi Arabiaand in Western Europe. But his early time in Afghanistan
during the war radicalized him. And when he returned to Saudi Arabia and he saw
American troops in Saudi Arabia during the Gulf War, he believed deeply that
Americans were despoiling the sacred sites of Islam in Saudi Arabia.

And so he has been on what he calls ajihad ever since against the United States. And the
real importance and significance of the Israeli/Palestinian conflict, | believe, to bin
Laden is not that it has spurred him on personally ... because | think he was already on
thisjihad. But | think the last year or so, the problems in the Middle East have made it
easier for him to recruit others. And so his brand of anti-Americanism fitsin with a
larger anger and frustration among other Arabs.

| don't think that many of the people around him are driven by the same anger over
American troops in Saudi Arabia. | think it's more about Israel and Palestine. But that it's
fed into the same thing.

And jihad to what end?

WEéll, he has said in the past he wants American troops out of Saudi Arabia. And it's
unclear ... even if we pulled our troops out what he would do after that. But heis
committed to a campaign against the United States.

Prior tothe most recent tragedy, September 11, were there any inklings, any
intelligence that indicated that bin Laden was on the move again?

What we've found so far is that there was not any significant warningsin the days or
weeks leading up to the September 11 attacks. And that while there had been threat
warnings earlier this year that were significant and which were ... talked about publicly,
there were the threats related to the 4th of July holiday period earlier this year that were
announced, those warnings seemed to have receded after the 4th of July. And officials
say they saw very little that would have indicated a heightened activity level by bin
Laden's organization or any threats, immediate threats, of a major attack against the
United States.

When you say threat warning, what do you mean?

They pick up intercepted communications. Or they have a source who might tell them
that something's going to be happening. They might have spy satellite photos that show
movement. They might show, you know, the intercepted telephone calls or e-mails or
something like that, that might have indicated heightened activity. And they say that they
didn't see anything significant in the days or weeks prior to this.

Now, prior to the 1998 U.S. embassy bombingsin East Africa, bin Laden had made
some very strong statements.

Yes. Several months earlier ... [ in 1998] it was one of his, | think, first public statements
of hisjihad where he went on videotape and announced his jihad against the United

States. He had made what they call afatwah. A fatwah isareligious statement claiming
religious support of an edict of war or an attack, and he had issued those in the past. But
this was his most public one. ... And then that was followed by the embassy bombingsin
August.

He did not do that this year. There were some statements he had made a few weeks ago,
reported statements. But it's unclear exactly how significant those statements were. It's
safeto say, | think, that the United States was caught completely by surprise.

What'sthe extent of what the intelligence community might know about thisman's
organizational chart .

It's not that cut and dried. It's shifting and free floating. And just think about the fact that
all these people are willing to kill themselvesto do this. It's not like aregular Army or a
regular organization. These are people driven by passion and ideology. So you don't need
astrict organizational chart. They have camps in Afghanistan where they train. And they
have networks and communications through informal relationships to get people
involved. But there's an inner circle of people around bin Laden. And then outside that,
it's much more free floating and shifting alliances among radicals.

How much control does even bin Laden have over those?

WEell, it'sunclear. That's one of the greatest mysteries of this over the last few years. ...
There are some other leading terrorists, for instance, from Egypt who have gone to
Afghanistan. This one guy named al Savari who was originally part of agroup called the
Islamic Jihad which goes back to Sheik Omar Rahman and the first World Trade Center
bombing. There's been people speculating that maybe it was people like him around bin
Laden who redlly call the shots or who are the operational people. But it's unclear. | don't
think the United States has ever thoroughly penetrated bin Laden's organization. So we
don't really understand all of the inner workings of it.

And even understand his capabilitiesintellectually?

He's clearly smart. And he's got money and resources. But the question is, how
operational is he versus some of the other people around him? Is he afigurehead? Or is
he deeply involved in the day-to-day running of these, you know, planning of these
operations? That's not clear at all.

Would you call him the shot caller?

| don't know. That's what I'm saying, we're not sure. He is clearly the name that
everybody knows. But at this point, | think the U.S. government probably knows more ...
obviously, than | do about this. But to meit's still unclear whether he runs everything or
whether it's even more loose than just him. He may just provide his own blessing on
operations that other people want to run. So I'm not sure.

Weéll, that raisesthe question obvioudly of what we do know and our capabilitiesto
find out what we want to.

W, | think this last attack shows that they're not good enough. Our intelligence wasn't
good on this. And law enforcement investigation of bin Laden wasn't good enough. And
we got beat badly by him thistime. And that shows the weaknesses, both of our
intelligence and our investigative skills.

And what ar e those weak nesses?

| don't think we know, the CIA and the FBI. | think if they knew what their weaknesses
were, they'd be able to fix them. But one of the key things obvioudly is ... whether we
have any informants in his organization who are well enough placed to provide us with
adequate warning of what he plansto do.

So thisidea of human intelligenceis so central to be ableto penetrate.

Right. For instance, what the CIA did against the KGB and the Soviet Union during the
Cold War was we recruited Russian spies inside the KGB to tell us what the KGB was
doing. We have not done that enough with Al Qaeda and bin Laden. We don't have
enough spies telling us what they're doing. And the CIA hasto do better about that. They
know they have to do better. That's clearly one of their major priorities.

Well, why wouldn't we have more spiesin thereif he'sthefaceof terrorism, he's
the face of our biggest threat?

Because his organization is difficult to penetrate. | think largely because it's based on
both ethnic and religiousties. And it is based on shared passion and emotion and an
ideology. And it's difficult to buy an informant with money who is driven not by money
but by ideology. Those are the hardest people to turn into informants. And that's different
from aKGB officer in 1985 in Moscow who is desperate for more money and who didn't
care much about the Soviet Union. And so that makes it a much harder target.

Wer e we expecting too much from the intelligence community?

No. | mean, thisiswhat they have to do. Thisisthe new target. If they don't do this, then
they're not doing their job.

The most recent attack, what did we learn? What does that tell us about his
capabilities, hismindset at this moment?

| think it shows that he's patient or that his organization has great patience. When we
ramp up and we have awarning or athreat and the U.S. announces that they've heard a
warning, he lieslow. He only does one or two operations ayear. And he clearly comparts
them enough so that very few people know about them. And | would imagine that it's
true that people in one part of the operation don't know about the other people. And so
he's got very good security and he's patient and willing to wait. And he's willing to look
for our vulnerabilities and attack those weak spots.

And there's no way we can not have weak spots. We are worldwide. We have worldwide
forces, worldwide interests. There's going to be some place in the world where some
American interest is not heavily protected. | mean, that's just going to be agiven. And he
has shown the patience to look for those. And he has this cadre of people now who are
willing to die for him. And that's avery volatile mix.

That'sa very frightening mix.

Itis. Never seen the number of suicide bombers or suicide assailants that he has been
able to project around the world in this kind of aglobal conspiracy. Because we've seen
that in Israel in the past or in Lebanon in the 1980s, never seen suicide bombersin other
cases or suicide attackers going around the world to different parts of the world to attack
American interests al over the globe in the way he has. And so it's avery difficult target
for usto stop, avery difficult thing for the United States to stop.

Can we?

| don't know. | hope so ... | think his big mistake this time was that the previous attacks
were bad, but they were small enough for us to categorize asterrorism. | think thistime
the United Statesis categorizing it aswar. And | think we are now going to elevate our

response to him to awar footing. And I'm not sure if he's ready for that either.

What many peoplethink, now is, " OK, if he'sresponsible, go get him. Just go over
there, get him, find him. Take this guy out. Do what you haveto do."

WEéll, the U.S. has had special operations troops training to get him for the last several
years. And they've been ready to go for years. And the government has at various points
decided not to do it because of the risk of casualties to American troops. That, | think, is
one of the changes that you'll seeisthe calculus of "Isthe risk worth it?" | think [that]
has changed with the World Trade Center and the Pentagon bombing attacks.

When it was small attacks on small American outposts, you could make the casg, ... isit
worth going after this guy when you might lose 100 American