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MONTEL WILLIAMS SHOW

MONTEL WILLIAMS TODAY WERE GOING TO DEDICATE OUR SHOWTO ALL THOSE WHO WORKED SO HARD

TO HELP THE MANY VICTIMS THE SURVIVORS OF THE ATTACK ON AMERICA OUR COUNTRY SHOULD BE PROUD

BECAUSE WE HAVE SO MANY HEROES AMONG US AND IM JUST IN AWE OF THE FACT THAT HAVE THE

OPPORTUNITY TO SIT BESIDE TRUE TRUE HERO FIRST PLEASE WELCOME AT HOME THE BATTALION CHIEF FROM

THE 11TH BATTALION IN NEWYORK CITY MR RICH PICCIOTTO

THESE PEOPLE AT HOME THAT ARE LOOKING RIGHT NOW RICH THEY SEE THE DARK GLASSES YOU WERE

ORIGINALLY UP IN YOUR BATTALION HEADQUARTERS WHERE WERE YOU AT

CHIEF PICCIOTTO ARRIVED WAY AFTER THE SECOND PLANE HIT BUT WE RUSHED DOWNJUST REAL QUICK

MONTEL WILLIAMS YOU WERE SITTING IN YOUR OFFICE AND SOMEONE CAME IN AND SAID TO YOU

RICH YOU NEED TO LOOK AT THIS

CHIEF PICCIOTTO YES TURN ON THE TV PLANE HIT THE WORLD TRADE CENTER

MONTEL WILLIAMS AND AS FIREFIGHTER AND YOUVE BEEN FIREFIGHTER FOR WHAT 28 YEARS

CHIEF PICCIOTTO 28 YEARS YES

MONTEL WILLIAMS SO IN 28 YEARS IMMEDIATELY YOUR WHEELS START SPINNING CORRECT

CHIEF PICCIOTTO MY WHEELS ARE SPINNING SUPER WAS ONE OF THE FIRST FIREFIGHTERS AT THE

INITIAL WORLD TRADE CENTER BOMBING WAS THERE AND KNEW THE BUILDING AND FELT HAD TO BE

THERE

MONTEL WILLIAMS WHAT DID IT LOOK LIKE WHEN YOU HIT THE BOTTOM OF THE TWO OF THE TALLER

BUILDINGS IN THE WORLD YOU PULL UP WHAT DID YOU SEE

CHIEF PICCIOTTO RUSHED INTO THE LOBBY SEE THE COMMANDER CHIEF HIGHER THAN ME HES

GOING INSANE HES OVERLOADED SO THERES COMPANIES WAITING TO BE YOU KNOW WHAT DO WE

NEED WHAT DO WE NEED WE DONT JUST RUN IN IT LOOKS LIKE WE RUN IN BUT IT IS COMMAND

STRUCTURE AND GET COUPLE COMPANIES TO THE SIDE GO TO THE CHIEF IN CHARGE WHAT DO YOU

NEED AND HE TELLS ME WHAT HE NEEDS TAKE MY COMPANIES AND WE GO

MONTEL WILLIAMS AND WHEN YOU SAY YOU GO YOU STARTED RUNNING UP THOSE STEPS
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CHIEF PICCIOTTO NOT RUNNING WE START GOING YOU HAVE TO REALIZE EVERY FIREMAN HAVE

LIGHT LOAD BECAUSE IM CHIEF JUST HAVE MY BUNKER GEAR MY TANK FLASHLIGHT AND BULLHORN

WHICH IS THE FIRST TIME EVER CARRIED THAT BULLHORN IT SAVED COUNTLESS LIVES THE FIREMEN HAVE THAT

PLUS AN EXTRA TANK HOSE TOOLS IM CARRYING DONT KNOW APPROXIMATELY 50 60 POUNDS THEYRE

CARRYING AN ADDITIONAL 30 40 POUNDS ON TOP OF THAT SO WERE GOING UP THE STAIRWELL WERE NOT

RUNNING UP THE STAIRWELL AND AT THIS POINT WERE GOING UP AND PEOPLE ARE COMING DOWN

MONTEL WILLIAMS PEOPLE ARE COMING DOWN AND OF COURSE YOURE TRYING TO ORCHESTRATE THAT

TRAFFIC FLOW

CHIEF PICCIOTTO RIGHT AND THATS WHERE THE BULLHORN CAME IN HANDY

MONTEL WILLIAMS YOU MADE IT UP TO THE 21ST 22ND FLOOR CORRECT

TH
CHIEF PICCIOTTO THAT WAS MY INITIAL ASSIGNMENT PEOPLE TRAPPED ON THE 21ST AND 25 FLOOR

MONTEL WILLIAMS IM GOING TO DO THIS HAVE TO TAKE BREAK BUT BEFORE TAKE BREAK

THERE WERE SOME THINGS THAT WE TALKED ABOUT BEFORE THE SHOW

CHIEF PICCIOTTO RIGHT

MONTEL WILLIAMS WE WANT TO TALK ABOUT COUPLE OF THEM LETS DO ONE RIGHT NOW AND WELL

TAKE BREAK AND WELL COME BACK YOU WANTED TO MAKE SURE EVERYBODY OUT THERE WAS AWARE OF

WHAT

CHIEF PICCIOTTO OKAY COUPLE THINGS THAT WANT PEOPLE TO KNOW THIS IS MASSIVE

TRAGEDY FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR EVERYBODY FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT IN PARTICULAR BECAUSE

WEVE BEEN HIT SO HARD THE FORMAL ORGANIZATION THAT WE USUALLY USE TO TAKE CARE OF OUR MEMBERS

IS NOT THERE THEYRE OVERLOADED THE INFORMAL NETWORK ALSO THE MEMBERS IN THE FIREHOUSE HELPING

THEIR FELLOWS IN NEED IS NOT THERE SOME FIREHOUSES ARE WIPED OUT THE ONES THAT ARE NOT WIPED

OUT THEYRE WORKING THEYRE DIGGING THROUGHTHE RUBBLE
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MONTEL WILLIAMS SO MANY FIREFIGHTERS IN NEWYORK CITY HAVE BEEN LOST THAT THERE ARENT

ENOUGH PEOPLE TO GO AROUND AND SEE AND COUNSEL THE WIVES AND THE FAMILIES AND THERE ARE LOT

OF PEOPLE OUT THERE RIGHT NOW AND ITS NOT BECAUSE JUST OUT OF NECESSITY THEYRE JUST NOT GETTING

SERVICES THAT THEY NEED

CHIEF PICCIOTTO RIGHT EXACTLY WERE RELYING ON FAMILY AND FRIENDS GO TO THESE WIVES STAY

WITH THEM EVEN THOUGH THEY SAYSOME OF THEM ARE IN DENIAL IVE BEEN VISITING SOME OF THEM

THEYRE IN DENIAL OH KNOWMY HUSBAND IS SAFE WAS IN THE BUILDING WHEN IT CAME DOWN

AS FAR AS KNOW THERE WERE ELEVEN SURVIVORS OUT OF BOTH BUILDINGS IM ONE OF THEM WEWERE

TRAPPED FOUR HOURS SO IM GOING TO THESE PEOPLE SAYING YES THERE IS HOPE BUT THE HOPE IS VERY

SLIM

WHAT NEED IS JUST NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS WHO KNOWTHESE PEOPLE THERES MILLIONS OF VOLUNTEERS

AND THEY WOULD ALL GO BUT THESE WIVES AND THESE FAMILIES DONT NEED STRANGERS THEY NEED SUPPORT

FROM NEIGHBORS THERES NO SUPPORT FROM THE FORMAL FIRE DEPARTMENT THERES NO FORMAL SUPPORT

VERY LITTLE EXCUSE ME VERY LITTLE SUPPORT FORMALLY AND VERY LITTLE SUPPORT ESPECIALLY THE HEAVYHIT

HOUSES ITS VERY LITTLE SUPPORT BECAUSE THE HOUSES ARE DECIMATED THE FIREHOUSES AND THE PEOPLE

THAT ARE NOT MISSING ARE DOWNTHERE LOOKING FOR THE PEOPLE THAT ARE MISSING

MONTEL WILLIAMS IM WITH YOU

CHIEF PICCIOTTO THANK YOU

MONTEL WILLIAMS AGAIN RICH YOU AND YOUR TEAM YOU COMMANDED THE GUYS YOU GOT UP TO

THE 21 FLOOR OF BUILDING YOU STARTED GETTING PEOPLE TO MOVE JUST TELL ME WHAT YOU SAWWHEN

YOU HIT 21

CHIEF PICCIOTTO OKAY BASICALLY MY INITIAL ASSIGNMENT WAS 21ST 25TH FLOOR THERES PEOPLE

TRAPPED IN NEED WE GOT UP THERE THERE ARE ALREADY OTHER FIREFIGHTERS THERE ONCE OUR INITIAL

ASSIGNMENT WAS DONE TOLD THE COMMAND POST THAT THIS IS OKAY AND IM GOING FURTHER UP
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MONTEL WILLIAMS YOU MADE IT UP TO WHAT ABOUT THE 35TH 36TH

CHIEF PICCIOTTO SOMEWHERE IN THE 30S WHEN TALK ABOUT FLOORS AND WHEN TALK ABOUT TIME

SEQUENCES THEYRE GUESSTIMATIONS

MONTEL WILLIAMS OF COURSE

CHIEF PICCIOTTO IM UP IN APPROXIMATELY TOWER SOMEWHERE IN THE 30S AND THIS RUMBLING

STARTS HAPPENING BY THIS TIME ALL CIVILIANS CIVILIANS STOPPED COMING DOWNWHEN HIT ABOUT THE

16TH FLOOR 20TH FLOOR AGAIN THATS GUESSTIMATIONS THEY WERE ALREADY MOSTLY DOWN SO THE

ONES ABOVE THAT WERE JUST FIREMEN YOU KNOW COPS EMERGENCYWORKERS MOSTLY FIREMEN

WE HEAR THIS NOISE AND EVERYONE JUST FREEZES AND ITS RUMBLING SUSTAINED RUMBLING IVE

HEARD MANY PEOPLE DESCRIBE IT DIFFERENT WAYS TO ME IT WAS INDESCRIBABLE YOU KNOW IT WAS THE

FIRST TIME ANYONE HEARD THIS NOISE

MONTEL WILLIAMS 50 60 TRAINS COMING AT THE SAME TIME

CHIEF PICCIOTTO YES

MONTEL WILLIAMS THE NOISE OFTEN TORNADOES

CHIEF PICCIOTTO AND GO INTO THE HALLWAY EVERYONE FREEZES AND WERE TRYING TO WHAT IS

THIS THE BUILDING IS SHAKING NOWTHIS IS THE BUILDING THATS NOT FALLING DOWN THIS WAS THE OTHER

BUILDING

MONTEL WILLIAMS BUILDING IS SHAKING

CHIEF PICCIOTTO BUILDING IS SHAKING BUILDING WAS FALLING WE DONT REALIZE THAT

SUSTAINED YOU TELL ME HOW LONG IT TOOK THAT BUILDING TO FALL

MONTEL WILLIAMS ID SAY 30 SECONDS

CHIEF PICCIOTTO THATS MY GUESSTIMATION 30 40 SECONDS AND THEN IT STOPS AND THERES AN

EERIE SILENCE BECAUSE LIKE SAID WERE ALL FIREMEN UP THERE AND WERE PROFESSIONALS AND

EVERYONE IS WAITING SO ITS AN EERIE SILENCE THE RADIOS STOP WE HAVE DIFFERENT CHANNELS THEY

STOP AND EVERYONE IS YOU KNOW WHAT WAS THAT
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MONTEL WILLIAMS AND YOURE THINKING IMMEDIATELY MY GOD WE JUST LOST COMMANDCENTER

CHIEF PICCIOTTO NO DIDNT REALIZE THAT THE BUILDING CAME DOWN DIDNT KNOW WHAT THAT

WAS IM THINKING MAYBE ELEVATORS BROKE LOOSE AND ELEVATORS ARE FALLING THROUGHTHE YOU KNOW

DIFFERENT THINGS ARE CROSSING MY MIND MAYBE ELEVATORS MAYBE ANOTHER PLANE HIT MAYBE THERE

WAS COLLAPSE UP ABOVE AND ITS JUST PARTIAL COLLAPSE

SO IM CALLING ON THE RADIO TO TRY TO FIND OUT WHAT HAPPENED FINALLY GET RESPONSE THE

TOWERWENT DOWN THAT STILL DOESNT COMPUTE TO ME THE TOWERWENT DOWN WAS IT WATER TOWER

THE RADIO TOWERS BECAUSE CANT SEE AND THEN SOMEONE SAYS THE BUILDING WENT DOWNTHE

WHOLE BUILDING NOWTHE PEOPLE AROUND ME THE FIREFIGHTERS ARE LOOKING AT ME AND YOU KNOW

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO SO IM TRYING TO CALL THE COMMANDPOST IM CALLING IM CALLING IM

GETTING NO RESPONSE NO RESPONSE EVERYONE IS LOOKING AT ME YOU KNOW AT THIS POINT IF SAID

KEEP ON GOING UP WERE PROFESSIONALS THEYRE GOING TO DO WHAT TELL THEM KEEP ON GOING UP

THEN IM THINKING WHEN KNOWTHE BUILDING CAME DOWN NO ONE IS LISTENING TO ME POSSIBLY THERE

IS NO ONE TO GIVE ME DIRECTIONS THEY MAY BE WIPED OUT LIKE SAID BASICALLY THERES NO CIVILIANS

LEFT IN MY BUILDING BECAUSE REACHED THEM ABOUT THE 16TH FLOOR FIGURED BY THIS TIME THEYRE OUT

SO THE ONLY PEOPLE IN BUILDING TOWER NOW ARE FIREMEN

MONTEL WILLIAMS AND EVERYBODY IN THE FLOORS ABOVE

CHIEF PICCIOTTO ARE FIREMEN OUR FIRST PRIORITY IS TO SAVE LIFE WE DEFINE LIFE INTO TWO

PRIORITIES CIVILIAN LIFE FIRST AND THEN SECOND FIREFIGHTERS LIVES HAVE TO SAVE FIREFIGHTERS LIVES

ALSO IM GETTING NO RESPONSE SO TAKE IT UPON MYSELF TO CALL FOR AN EVACUATION HAVE THAT

BULLHORN CALL ON THE RADIOS WERE EVACUATING WERE GETTING OUT DROP YOUR TOOLS DROP YOUR

MASKS DROP EVERYTHING GET OUT GET OUT GET OUT MY THINKING WAS EITHER THOUGHT BOMB HIT

THE OTHER BUILDING AND BROUGHT IT DOWN AND IF THERES BOMB IN THAT ONE THERES BOMB IN THIS

ONE AT THAT POINT WHAT IM THINKING OF IS THIS BUILDING IS GOING TO COME DOWNALSO THE SECOND

BUILDING SO CALL FOR THE EVACUATION THE EVACUATION YOU KNOW ITS AN ORDERLY EVACUATION ITS

NOT
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MONTEL WILLIAMS CHAOTIC

CHIEF PICCIOTTO ITS NOT CHAOTIC WERE PROFESSIONALS WERE FILTERING UP THE BUILDING

EVERYTHING STOPS AND NOW WESLOWLY ARE FILTERING DOWNTHE BUILDING BECAUSE NO ONE COMES ON THE

COMMANDCHANNEL TO TELL ME OTHERWISE

AS WERE GOING DOWNNOW IM HEARING SOMEONE FROM THE COMMANDPOST THAT IS VOICE

RECOGNIZE WHO ORDERED THIS EVACUATION WHATS GOING ON WHOS IN CHARGE AND IM SAYING TO

MYSELF DID THE WRONG THING HERE SO ITS AMAZING THEY GIVE THE ORDER FROM THE COMMANDPOST

STAND BY

MONTEL WILLIAMS MEANING STOP THE EVACUATION

CHIEF PICCIOTTO STOP THE EVACUATION RELAY THAT ORDER AND AMAZING AS THAT IS THESE

FIREMEN CANT SAY ENOUGH WE BASICALLY STOP EVERYONE IS WAITING TO FIND OUT WHAT WERE

GOING TO DO CAR CHARLIE WHO THINK KNOWWHO THAT CHIEF IS SAYS TIME SPAN DONT KNOW

CONTINUE THE EVACUATION THIS IS LESS THAN MINUTE THIS WHOLE THING HAPPENS PROBABLY LESS THAN

30 SECONDS AND SO THE EVACUATION CONTINUES AND NOWWERE GOING DOWN

MONTEL WILLIAMS RICH YOU HAD JUST GONE AND YELLED UP EACH ONE OF THE STAIRWELLS AND

YOURE HOLLERING AND IVE GOT TO ASK THIS QUESTION THERES SO MANY PEOPLE WHO HAVE WONDERED

THIS WHEN YOU LOOKED UP INTO THOSE STAIRWELLS COULD YOU SEE

CHIEF PICCIOTTO NO

MONTEL WILLIAMS YOU COULDNT SEE IT WAS ALL FILLED WITH SMOKE

CHIEF PICCIOTTO NO IM IN THE FIRST BUILDING THE FIRE IS ABOVE US THE FIRST BUILDING THAT IM

TH

IN DONT KNOW APPROXIMATELY THE 90 FLOOR THAT THE PLANE HIT THERES SMOKE FILTERING DOWNBUT

IM ONLY ON THE 30TH FLOOR WERE TREATING BURN VICTIMS THAT WERE THERE COMING DOWN PEOPLE

COMING DOWNWITH THEIR CLOTHES BURNT OFF AND WERE REMOVING THESE PEOPLE SOME PEOPLE ARE

TREATING THEM AND SOME PEOPLE ARE GOING UP SOMETIMES YOU HAVE TO LOOK AT THE BIGGER PICTURE

YOU KNOW YOU HAVE SOMEONE HURT BUT YOU HAVE TO LITERALLY ALMOST STEP OVER THEM TO GET TO

HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE HURT AND HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE ALIVE
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MONTEL WILLIAMS RIGHT AND THESE ARE JUST REAL RAW JUST REALTIME DECISIONS

CHIEF PICCIOTTO YES

MONTEL WILLIAMS OKAY

CHIEF PICCIOTTO BASICALLY WERE EVACUATING WEREGOING DOWN WE GET DOWN

APPROXIMATELY SOMEWHERE IN THE TEENS 151 DONT KNOWWHAT FLOOR EVERYTHING STOPS AGAIN ITS

MOSTLY FIREMEN YOU KNOW FEW STRAGGLERS BUT MOSTLY FIREMEN IT STOPS SO HAVE THE BULLHORN

YOU KNOW WHATS HAPPENING KEEP ON GOING WHATS GOING ON

WHAT HAPPENED WAS THE TWO ITS HARD TO DESCRIBE THERES THREE STAIRWAYS THE TWO

STAIRWAYS AND ARE FACING THE SOUTH TOWER THAT CAME DOWN WHEN THE DEBRIS CAME DOWN IT

WENT ALL OVER IT WENT INTO THE LOBBY FILLED THOSE STAIRWAYS UP SO PEOPLE COULD GET DOWNBUT THEY

COULDNT GET DOWN

MONTEL WILLIAMS INTO THE LOBBY

CHIEF PICCIOTTO INTO THE LOBBY SO ALL OF SUDDEN WE STARTED BACKING UP IN THE STAIRWAYS

AND ARE CLOGGED KNOWTHE BUILDING LAYOUT CHECKED THE STAIRWAY AND THE STAIRWAY IS

CLEAR SO NOWAGAIN THIS BULLHORN WAS AMAZING IM USING THAT AND IM DIRECTING EVERYONE TO

THE STAIRWAY WERE GOING DOWN FLOOR BY FLOOR BY FLOOR HITTING EVERY FLOOR UNTIL WE GET TO ONE

FLOOR THAT ALL OF SUDDEN LOOK AT AN OFFICE AND THERES BUNCH OF PEOPLE SITTING THERE YOU KNOW

WHAT ARE THESE PEOPLE DOING HERE TELL THEM WEVE GOT TO GET OUT OF HERE

WHAT IT WAS WAS THESE PEOPLE WERE THE LAST PEOPLE IN THE BUILDING THEY WERE MOSTLY WELL

THEY WERE WHEELCHAIRS INFIRM WALKERS THEY WERE REAL SLOW GETTING DOWN EVERYONE ELSE GOT

DOWN EXCEPT THEM AND THE PEOPLE HELPING THEM THERE WAS APPROXIMATELY DONT KNOW TEN

TWELVE INFIRM PEOPLE AND DONT KNOW 50 PEOPLE HELPING THEM

SO HAVE LOT OF FIREMEN THERE TELL THE PEOPLE WHOWERE HELPING THEM YOU LEAVE GO

YOU HAVE TO REMEMBER THAT EVERYTHING IS CLOGGED WITH FIREMEN LEAVING NOW PULL EVERYONE TO THE

SIDE GET THESE PEOPLE OUT THE FIREMEN PART THE WAY WERE LETTING THE PEOPLE THAT COULD WALK GO
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YOU GET OUT DIRECTED THEM TO THE STAIRWAY THEN WE TAKE THE WHEELCHAIRS BECAUSE THEYRE

RELATIVELY EASY JUST ROLL THEM RIGHT OUT ITS THE PEOPLE WITH THE WALKERS THE PEOPLE VERY SLOW VERY

LARGE THEYRE THE PEOPLE THAT WERE HAVING BIT OF PROBLEM WITH IM TRYING TO GET CHAIRS YOU

KNOW PUT THEM IN CHAIR IM RUNNING ALL OVER THE PLACE SO THESE PEOPLE ARE WALKING WITH THEIR

WALKERS AND CHAIRS AND TELL THE FIREMEN GRAB THEM PICK THEM UP AND GRAB THEM AND THATS WHAT

WERE DOING YOU CANT CARRY THEM DOWNAGAIN SAY THE 12TH FLOOR IT COULD HAVE BEEN THE 10TH

FLOOR DONT KNOWWHAT FLOOR THIS WAS BUT WERE CARRYING THEM DOWN SLOWLY WERE GETTING THESE

PEOPLE OUT GUYS ARE RELIEVING EACH OTHER YOU KNOW CARRYING THEM DOWN LANDING HALF

LANDING THEN YOU TAKE OVER AND THEN THIS OTHER TEAM GOES BACK AND WERE MOVING THEM WERE

MOVING THEM BASICALLY HAVE TWO TEAMS ON EVERY PERSON AND EVERYONE ELSE SAY GO YOU

KNOWGET THE FIREMEN OUT WEDONT NEED 300 PEOPLE DOING THIS WE NEED EIGHT PEOPLE PER PERSON

FOUR PEOPLE CARRYING AND ANOTHER FOUR SO EVERYONE ELSE PUSH OUT

WE HAD THIS ONE WOMAN FOUND OUT LATER HER NAME BECAUSE WAS TRAPPED WITH HER FOR FEW

HOURS JOSEPHINE SHE WAS BIG LADY BIG AFRICANAMERICAN LADY WE COULDNT GET CHAIR FOR

HER ALL WE COULD FIND WERE THESE LITTLE STENO CHAIRS WITH NO ARMS YOU KNOWNOTHING THAT WE COULD

SIT HER ON AND PICK UP SO SHES TAKING UP THE REAR BUT WERE HAVING SLOW ENOUGH TIME AND

GUYS ARE HELPING HER IM BASICALLY TAKING UP THE REAR AND GET DOWN TO AGAIN DONT KNOW

WHAT FLOOR TELL PEOPLE YOU KNOW KNOW IT WAS NO LOWER THAN IT WAS HIGHER THAN BUT

SAY DONT KNOWWHAT FLOOR AND THEN THAT NOISE THAT FIRSTTIMEINHISTORYANYONEHEARDTHAT

NOISE AND SAID IT WAS VERY UNIQUE NOISE IT STARTS

MONTEL WILLIAMS YOU STARTED HEARING IT AGAIN

CHIEF PICCIOTTO SO HEAR IT AGAIN OUR TOWER IS COMING DOWN OUR TOWERWAS SHAKING
BEFORE

MONTEL WILLIAMS THE ENTIRE BUILDING WAS SHAKING

CHIEF PICCIOTTO THE BUILDING IS SHAKING AND AGAIN WAS ON WHATEVER FLOOR WAS ON 7TH

FLOOR

MONTEL WILLIAMS WERE YOU IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FLOOR OR WERE YOU IN THE STAIRWELL
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CHIEF PICCIOTTO WE WERE IN THE STAIRWELL EVERYONE WAS IN THE STAIRWELL WE WERE IN

STAIRWELL AND THATS THE ONLY STAIRWELL THAT COULD BE USED BECAUSE AND WERE CLOGGED AND BY

THIS TIME EVERYONE IS FILTERING ITS JUST THE TAIL END OF THE PEOPLE THAT GOT TO MEAN THERE WERE

PEOPLE ABOVE THAT PROBABLY NEVER HEARD IT STILL WERE FIGHTING THIS FIRE

MONTEL WILLIAMS AND THAT RUMBLE GOT LOUDER

CHIEF PICCIOTTO LOUDER THE RUMBLE GOT LOUDER AND AS YOU SEE IT YOU KNOW DONT KNOW

KNOW WHAT FELT KNOWWHAT SAW BUT KNEW IT WAS COMING AND KNEW WAS DEAD AND JUST

SAID PLEASE GOD PLEASE MAKE IT QUICK YOU KNOW WANT TO DIE FAST

MONTEL WILLIAMS BECAUSE THAT BUILDING COLLAPSED WITH YOU AND LOT OF OTHER PEOPLE IN IT

CHIEF PICCIOTTO YES

MONTEL WILLIAMS AND MIRACULOUSLY RICH YOU SIT HERE AFTER BEING BURIED FOR FOUR AND HALF

HOURS

CHIEF PICCIOTTO WELL YES AND IT WAS MIRACULOUS YES

MONTEL WILLIAMS YOU KNOW THINK HALF OF MY VIEWERS AT HOME AS JUST SAID IT TO YOU RIGHT

BEFORE WE CAME UP DONT KNOWWHAT WOULD HAVE DONE WOULD HAVE BEEN OUT THERE TRYING TO

GET PEOPLE OUT BUT IF HAD BEEN IN THAT STAIRWELL AND THE NEXT THING YOU KNOW STARTED HEARING THAT

RUMBLING AGAIN DONT KNOW THE 7TH FLOOR MIGHT HAVE FIGURED OUT SOMEPLACE TO GO JUMP BUT

THEN AGAIN DONT KNOWIF THE JUMPING WOULD HAVE DONE YOU ANY GOOD

CHIEF PICCIOTTO THERES NO PLACE TO JUMP

MONTEL WILLIAMS THERE IS NO PLACE TO JUMP

CHIEF PICCIOTTO IT HAPPENED SO QUICK

MONTEL WILLIAMS SO IT DID HAPPEN SO QUICK SO IT HAPPENED SO QUICK NEXT THING YOU HEAR

THAT NOISE AND THEN DID SOMETHING HIT YOU IN THE HEAD
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CHIEF PICCIOTTO YES SOMETHING HIT ME IN THE HEAD KNOCKED MY HELMET OFF KNOCKED ME

DOWN KNOCKED MY HELMET OFF AND TELL PEOPLE THE WORD ILL USE IS WAS ANNOYED WAS SUPER

ANNOYED BECAUSE WANTED TO BE DEAD JUST WANTED TO BE DEAD KNEW WAS GOING TO BE DEAD

JUST WANTED IT TO HAPPEN

MONTEL WILLIAMS WHEN YOU WOKE UP

CHIEF PICCIOTTO EVEN BEFORE THAT GOT UP AND THEN THE LANDING WAS ON JUST GAVE AND THEN

FELL AND THATS THE LAST THING REMEMBER UNTIL IM JUST LAYING IN DEBRIS AND BLACK

MONTEL WILLIAMS AND YOU MUST HAVE FALLEN AT LEAST FIVE STORIES POSSIBLY FOUR TO FIVE STORIES

CHIEF PICCIOTTO LATER ON FOUND OUT WAS ON THE 3RD FLOOR WHERE THE THIRD FLOOR WAS

THERES NO MORE STAIRWELLS WERE IN THE STAIRWELLS BUT THERES NO STAIRS THERES RUBBLE AGAIN

TRY TO JUST YOU KNOW LAND ON WAS ANYWHERE FROM TO WHEN IT HAPPENED WE WERE

BRINGING UP THE REAR OUR COMPANY WAS WITH THIS WOMAN LIKE SAID HER NAME WAS JOSEPHINE

THEY GRABBED HER WE GRABBED HER MEAN WETRIED TO JUST BEAT IT TRYING TO RUN OUT YOU KNOW

RUN DOWN FIVE STAIRWAYS SEVEN FLIGHTS BEFORE WAS HIT BUT LITERALLY GOT HIT GOT BANGED WE GOT

STEPS

MONTEL WILLIAMS AND YOU WOKE UP ON THE GROUND AND YOU REALIZED MY ARMS ARE HERE MY

LEGS ARE HERE CAN FEEL THEM ITS OKAY IM HERE THEN WHAT

CHIEF PICCIOTTO REALLY DONT EVEN KNOW IF WAS KNOCKED OUT THINK WAS JUST STUNNED

MOMENTARILY TYPE OF THING DONT KNOW IM COMING TO AND ITS BLACK LOST MY LIGHT LOST MY

BULLHORN LOST MY HELMET AND IM JUST COMING TO AND SHORT PERIOD OF TIMELIKE SAID TIME

SEQUENCES JUST

NEXT THING REMEMBER ANYWAY ITS BLACK SAY IS ANYONE ELSE HERE IS THERE ANYONE ELSE

HERE AND IN SHORT TIME YEAH ALMOST LIKE CANT SEE THEM BUT KNOWTHAT HES IM NOT

BURIED IM COVERED BUT IM NOT BURIED IM COVERED WITH DEBRIS ALL OVER SO YEAH YEAH IM

HERE TOO AND THEN THERES ANOTHER VOICE AND THEN LIKE TWO VOICES BELOW ME INITIALLY AND THEN
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VOICE ABOVE ME SO WERE ALL JUST GETTING OUR WITS ABOUT US AND YOU KNOWANYONE HAVE LIGHT

LOT OF FIREMEN THANK GOD YOU KNOW LOT OF GUYS CARRY THEIR LIGHTS IN STRAPS AROUND THEMSELVES

ONE GUY HAD LIGHT SO HE TURNED THE LIGHT ON AND ITS DUSTY AND TREMENDOUS LIKE IF YOU SAW

THAT DUST WERE IN IT TALK ABOUT GROUND ZERO THATS IT

MONTEL WILLIAMS BUT RICH HEAR YOU TALK AND KNOWEXACTLY HOWYOU DID THIS NOW

HAVING BEEN WITH YOU FOR AN HOUR YOU DIDNT WAKE UP AND SAY IM ENTOMBED YOU DIDNT WAKE UP

AND SAY YOU KNOWHOLY YOUKNOWWHAT EXPLETIVE

CHIEF PICCIOTTO YES DID

MONTEL WILLIAMS GOOD BUT THEN AFTER YOU DID THAT IT WAS STILL BACK ON THE CASE

CHIEF PICCIOTTO YES

MONTEL WILLIAMS WHERE ARE THE MEN WHOIS ALIVE WHO IS HERE DID YOU TRY TO USE

RADIO AND CALL

CHIEF PICCIOTTO YES YES WELL INITIALLY WE TRIED TO FIND OUT WHOWAS THERE FIND OUT WHAT

TOOLS LIGHTS YOU KNOW WHOSHERE AND THEN WE STARTED CALLING WE STARTED CALLING NOTHING NO

RESPONSE AT ALL KNOWWHAT HAPPENED KNEW THE FIRST TOWERWENT DOWN KNEW THE SECOND

TOWERWENT DOWN

MONTEL WILLIAMS AND YOU KNEWYOU WERE IN THE ONE THAT WENT DOWN

CHIEF PICCIOTTO YES

MONTEL WILLIAMS AT THIS MOMENT DOES IT HIT YOU OKAY WAIT MINUTE IM ON THE THIRD FLOOR

AND 107 STORIES ARE ON TOP OF ME THERES 107 STORIES AROUND ME

CHIEF PICCIOTTO MONTEL ABOUT TWO MONTHS AGO JUST REAL QUICK STORY TWO MONTHS AGO THREE

FIREFIGHTERS IN QUEENS FROM RESCUE WERE IN BUILDING THAT COLLAPSED THEY WERE IN TWOSTORY

BUILDING THEY WERE ALIVE IN THE BASEMENT WE HAD RADIO CONTACT DONT KNOWIF YOU REMEMBER

BUT THEY HAD THE FUNERALS HARRY FORD THEY WERE IN TWOSTORY BUILDING THAT COLLAPSED AND WE

COULDNT GET TO THEM IN TIME WEJUST COULDNT GET TO THEM BECAUSE ITS HAND OPERATION BRICK BY

BRICK EVEN THOUGH IM SAFE IN THE DARKNESS KNOW THAT THERES 100 STORIES 105 STORIES ABOVE
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ME DONT WANT TO SOUND LIKE PESSIMIST BUT THERES NO WAY ANYONE IS GOING TO GET TO US MY

PRAYER WASNT ANSWERED FOR QUICK DEATH

MONTEL WILLIAMS IM SORRY RICH SO YOURE ENTOMBED AND DURING THAT PERIOD OF TIME THAT

YOURE THERE YOURE CALLING THROUGH NOBODY IS ANSWERING IT IS DARK IT IS SMOKING THERES

RAY OF LIGHT COMING IN

CHIEF PICCIOTTO NOT YET

MONTEL WILLIAMS NOT YET

CHIEFPICCIOTTO WISH WISH

MONTEL WILLIAMS TELL US ABOUT IT HOWMANY PEOPLE DID YOU END UP TOTALLY

CHIEF PICCIOTTO WE WERE IN VOID THATS WHAT WE CALL IT VOID YOU KNOW JUST POCKET

EVERYTHING IS FALLING AND THERES LITTLE POCKET WERE NOT ALL TOGETHER BUT WERE IN LITTLE VOID

ELEVEN OF US BELIEVE IT WAS AMAZINGLY ONE WHOLE COMPANY LADDER WHICH DIDNT KNOWTHIS

AT THE TIME BECAUSE THEY WERE ABOVE ME COULDNT EVEN SEE THEM ALTHOUGH COULD TALK TO THEM

BELOW ME THERE WAS AN OFFICER FROM 16 AND FIREMAN FROM ENGINE 39 ALSO THERE WAS

JOSEPHINE THE WOMAN TOLD YOU ABOUT AND THERE WAS PORT AUTHORITY COP BELIEVE HIS NAME

WAS DAVID LIM SOME OF US CAN SEE EACH OTHER SOME OF US CANT BUT WERE IN THIS BASICALLY 2ND

TH

STORY TO STORY ITS NOT OPEN THERES RUBBLE DEBRIS ALL OVER

MONTEL WILLIAMS JUST LITTLE AREA WHERE PEOPLE KIND OF

CHIEF PICCIOTTO RIGHT EXACTLY AND THEN WERE TRYING TO FIND OUT WHOS THERE BASICALLY THE

PEOPLE IN OUR VOID WERE BANGED AROUND SEPARATED SHOULDERS CONCUSSIONS BUT NO LIFE

THREATENING INJURIES THERES PEOPLE BELOW US THAT WE CANT GET TO MEAN THERE IS RUBBLE WE

JUST CANT GET TO THEM

MONTEL WILLIAMS YOURE STILL THINKING ABOUT GETTING TO PEOPLE AND YOURE STUCK IN VOID

CHIEF PICCIOTTO THERES PEOPLE HURT THERES PEOPLE IN TROUBLE BELOW US

MONTEL WILLIAMS AND YOU WERE HURT RICH YOU COULD BARELY SEE RIGHT WHY DONT WE

EXPLAIN THE FACT THAT YOUR CORNEAS WERE SCRATCHED BURNED AND YOU WERE STILL TRYING TO FIGURE OUT
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YOU NEED TO SAVE

CHIEF PICCIOTTO EXCUSE ME JUST FOR MINUTE ITS 28 YEARS YOU KNOW PEOPLE CALL US HEROES

AND ITS ALWAYS LIKE WERE DOING OUR JOB WERE DOING OUR JOB AND WE ARE DOING OURJOB BUT ILL TELL

YOU EVERY SINGLE FIREMAN IS HERO

MONTEL WILLIAMS ABSOLUTELY

CHIEF PICCIOTTO MEAN POLICE OFFICERS EVERYBODY THERE

MONTEL WILLIAMS ABSOLUTELY AND MAYBE YOU DONT WANT TO ACCEPT THE TITLE

CHIEF PICCIOTTO MEAN WE ARE DOING OURJOB

MONTEL WILLIAMS BUT ACCEPT OURTHANK YOU ACCEPT THE FACT THAT THERE ARE GUYS LIKE YOU

THAT ARE DOING THIS BECAUSE THERES LOT OF OTHER PEOPLE OUT HERE WHO DONT WANT TO LETS MOVE

LITTLE FORWARD SO YOURE IN HERE IN THIS ABYSS AGAIN YOURE TRYING TO CALL OUT NOBODY IS

ANSWERING WALKIES ARENT WORKING DID YOU ACTUALLY THINK THAT MAYBE THE COMMAND CENTER WHICH

WAS RIGHT OUTSIDE THE BUILDING OR VERY CLOSE COULD HAVE BEEN COMPLETELY DECIMATED

CHIEF PICCIOTTO OH OF COURSE OF COURSE OF COURSE BASICALLY IT HAD TO BE AND IN EFFECT IT

WAS OUR CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT GANCI YOU GO THROUGH THE LIST FATHER JUDGE DIDNT KNOWIT AT

THE TIME BUT THEY WERE ALL WIPED OUT MEAN OUR WHOLE COMMANDSTRUCTURE WAS WIPED OUT AND

THE PEOPLE THAT WERENT AND ALL THE PEOPLE THAT WERE INJURED OUTSIDE AND THERE WERE LOT OF

PEOPLE HURT AND INJURED AND KILLED OUTSIDE THE PEOPLE THAT WERENT ARE HELPING THE PEOPLE THAT

WERE SO NO ONE IS LISTENING TO THE HANDIETALKIE THATS OUR RADIOS NO ONE IS LISTENING TO THEM

MONTEL WILLIAMS BUT AGAIN YOURE SITTING THERE YOURE INSIDE THIS ABYSS AND DID YOU NOT

THINK OKAY LETS MARSHAL TROOPS HOWDO WE GET OUT OF THIS

CHIEF PICCIOTTO EXACTLY EXACTLY

MONTEL WILLIAMS BUT THEN MY NEXT QUESTION WOULD BE HOWDO WE GET OUT OF THIS IM SITTING

UNDER 110 STORIES WORTH OF WHAT MUST BE RUBBLE IF PULL ONE ROCK

CHIEF PICCIOTTO EXACTLY

MONTEL WILLIAMS THERES VOID THAT ACTUALLY COULD BE FILLED
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CHIEF PICCIOTTO EXACTLY WHAT SAID ONCE EVERYONE STARTED GETTING IT TOLD EVERYONE

BECAUSE WE DIDNT SEE ANYONE SAID EVERYONE DONT MOVE STAY WHERE YOU ARE JUST STAY THERE

DONT MOVE BECAUSE EXACTLY WHAT YOU SAID SECONDARY COLLAPSE COULD HAVE WIPED US OUT IN

SECOND LOOK AROUND

LOOK LIKE SAID BEFORE WE FOUND LIGHT AND THEN WEFOUND ANOTHER LIGHT SO LOOK AROUND LOOK

AROUND THEN YOU START TAKING YOUR BEARINGS BY ME THERE WAS NOTHING WHEN WERE DOING THE

ROLL CALL CALLED ROLL CALL TRYING TO FIND OUT WHO WAS THERE TRUCK LIKE SAID BEFORE IS INTACT

THE WHOLE COMPANY YOU KNOW WHOSHERE WHOSHERE SO TWO FLOORS ABOVE ME OR WHEN

SAY TWO DONT SEE THEM BUT HEAR VOICE VERY VERY GOOD FRIEND OF MINE WESTUDIED

TOGETHER JAY JONAS HES THE CAPTAIN OF TRUCK HE WAS PROMOTED YESTERDAY ITS NOT

BATTLEFIELD COMMISSION HE WAS ON THE LIST WAITING TO BE PROMOTED DONT KNOWIF YOU SAW THE

PROMOTIONS

MONTEL WILLIAMS SURE

CHIEF PICCIOTTO HE WAS PROMOTED YESTERDAY

MONTEL WILLIAMS YOU HEARD HIM

CHIEF PICCIOTTO HEAR HIS VOICE JAY ITS ME NOWWERE HAVING CONVERSATION STAY

WHERE YOU ARE LOOK AROUND LET ME KNOWWHAT YOU HAVE UP THERE BECAUSE HES UP

HAVE LIGHT NOWAND LOOK DOWNAND THERES COUPLE OF GUYS DOWNTHERE DONT EVEN KNOW

DID MENTION WITH THE RADIOS THAT HEARD THE GUYS DONT KNOWWHAT SAID WHAT DIDNT SAY

MONTEL WILLIAMS ORIGINALLY YOU SAID THE WALKIES DIDNT WORK SO YOU NOWTHEY STARTED

WORKING IN CLOSE PROXIMITY

CHIEF PICCIOTTO OKAY ILL GET TO THAT IN SECOND

MONTEL WILLIAMS SURE
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CHIEF PICCIOTTO OUR FIRST THING IS WERE CALLING WERE GETTING NO ONE THERES DOOR DOWN

THERE CAN SEE DOOR ITS INTACT THERES RUBBLE DONT KNOW FOOT 18 INCHES HIGH BUT ITS

MOVABLE RUBBLE SO TELL THE GUYS LETS MOVE THAT LETS FORCE THAT DOOR MAYBE ITS WAY OUT

WE GET TOOL FROM UP ABOVE AND WE START WORKING ON THIS DOOR TELL THEM TO STAY THERE

CLIMBED DOWN TO THEM AND WE WORK ON THIS DOOR WE GET THE DOOR OPEN AND ITS JUST NOTHING ITS

JUST WHEN SAY NOTHING ITS EVERYTHING YOU KNOW ITS ALL RUBBLE DEBRIS WERE NOT GETTING OUT

THAT WAY SO CALL UP TO JAY JAY ANY WAY OUT UP BY YOU HE SAYS DONT THINK SO HE LOOKS

AROUND THERE IS NOTHING SO WERE IN HERE FOR LONG HAUL WHEN HIT ONE CHANNEL IM HEARING

VOICE CALLING MAYDAYS ALSO AND HES HURT THINK SAID THAT

MONTEL WILLIAMS YES

CHIEF PICCIOTTO SO EVERY TIME IM GOING THROUGH AND HIT THAT CHANNEL IM TRYING TO CALM HIM

DOWN BECAUSE KNOW HES NOT GOOD AND JUST EVERY TIME HIT THAT CHANNEL TALK TO HIM FOR

MINUTE CALM DOWNDONT CALL ANYMORE WELL CALL HE WANTS ME TO COME GET HIM ITS IMPOSSIBLE

FOR ME TO COME GET HIM BUT DONT WANT HIM TALKING

MONTEL WILLIAMS RIGHT

CHIEF PICCIOTTO HES CONFIRMED HES ONE OF THE CONFIRMED THEY RECOVERED HIS BODY

DONT WANT TO SAY THE NAME

MONTEL WILLIAMS SURE BECAUSE YOU JUST COULDNT GET TO HIM

CHIEF PICCIOTTO SO IM DOING THE MAYDAYS AND FINALLY AT ONE POINT SOMEONE ANSWERS ME

BUT THEN IT GOES AWAY DONT HEAR HIM ABOUT HALF HOUR LATER IM GOING AGAIN THROUGH CHANNELS

AND ANOTHER VOICE ANSWERS ME THE FIRE DEPARTMENT IS VERY SMALL COMMUNITY ESPECIALLY THE

CHIEFS RANK EVERY CHIEF JUST ABOUT KNOWS EVERY OTHER CHIEF GUY ANSWERS ME 12TH BATTALION

THE UPPER EAST SIDE RECOGNIZE THE VOICE ITS GUY CONSIDER FRIEND OF MINE GOOD FRIEND

NOW MARK FORAN

MARK THIS IS RICHIE WERE DOWNHERE WERE TRAPPED GIVE HIM ALL THE PARTICULARS AND HEAR

HIM TALKING TO SOMEONE ELSE WHO ALSO KNOW BUT CANT HEAR HIM RESPONDING SO IM HEARING
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ONEWAYCONVERSATION AND HEAR MARK TALKING AND HE SAYS GOT COMPANY LADDER 43 HE TELLS

PAT MCNALLY PAT GOT 43 IM GOING TO GET RICHIE AND COULD HEAR THE DETERMINATION IN HIS

VOICE YOU KNOW THEY KNOWWERE HERE AND THEYRE COMING FOR US

MONTEL WILLIAMS RIGHT THERE YOU MUST HAVE

CHIEF PICCIOTTO IT WAS REASSURING BUT ALSO MY MIND IS RACING THOUSAND MILES MINUTE

ALSO KNOWTHERES 105 STORIES ON TOP OF US SAID EVEN IF THEY GET RIGHT ON TOP OF US

MONTEL WILLIAMS WEEKS

CHIEF PICCIOTTO YOU KNOW THEYRE NOT GOING TO GET TO US

MONTEL WILLIAMS PLEASE WELCOME BACK THE BATTALION CHIEF OF BATTALION 11 THE 11TH BATTALION

OF NEWYORK CITYS FIRE DEPARTMENT MR RICH PICCIOTTO TO THE SHOW

YOU KNOWYESTERDAY WHEN WE FINISHED TALKING AND THINK NOWALL OF AMERICA IS SITTING ON PINS

AND NEEDLES WAITING TO HEAR HOW COME YOURE SITTING HERE COUPLE HOURS BURIED UNDER 105

STORIES DID IT FLASH AT YOU THAT MAYBE YOUR WISH YOU HAD OF GOING QUICKLY

CHIEF PICCIOTTO YES WITHOUT DOUBT IM THINKING ITS JUST PHYSICALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO GET

TO US EVEN THOUGH WERE ALIVE ITS PHYSICALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO GET TO US ONE OF MY BEST FRIENDS

GUY KNOWFOR YEARS JAY JONAS WE STILL HAVENT SEEN EACH OTHER BUT WERE IN VOICE CONTACT AND

HE HAS HIS WHOLE COMPANY UP THERE YOU KNOW LITTLE BIT SEE COUPLE OF HIS GUYS BUT DONT

SEE HIM YET BUT WERE IN VOICE CONTACT AND WERE EXAMINING OUR OPTIONS WE DIDNT HAVE MANY

OPTIONS BUT WERE LOOKING YOU KNOWWHAT COULD WE DO WHAT COULD WE DO

AND WE COULD DO NOTHING EXCEPT CALL ON THE RADIO AND CONTACTED AGAIN OR HE CONTACTED ME

MARK FORAN BATTALION CHIEF AND HE WAS COMING TO GET US AND TWO HOURS TWO AND HALF HOURS

IM LAYING ON MY BACK CANT LOOK UP BECAUSE OF THE LIGHTS BUT IM LAYING ON MY BACK AND ITS

BLACK BECAUSE WERE TRYING TO CONSERVE AND ALL OF SUDDEN THINK ITS AN OPTICAL ILLUSION SEE

LITTLE BIT OF LIGHT THINK IM HALLUCINATING AND YELL TO JAY JAY DO YOU SEE THAT AND WERE ALL

GOING THROUGH THE SAME THING SO ALL OF SUDDEN YEAH YEAH SO SAY WHAT IS IT AND AS WERE

LOOKING AT IT WERE JUST STARING AT IT ITS GETTING BRIGHTER AND BRIGHTER
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WHAT IT WAS WAS SMALL OPENING BUT ALL THAT DUST THAT BIG CLOUD OF DUST THAT EVERYONE SEES

THAT HUNG THERE AND THE SMOKE BECAUSE THE BUILDINGS WERE ON FIRE THERE WAS SMALL OPENING

BUT THE DUST AND THE DIRT AND THE SMOKE WAS OBSCURING IT IT WAS BLACK FOR HOURS BUT NOWALL OF

SUDDEN

MONTEL WILLIAMS IT STARTS TO CLEAR

CHIEF PICCIOTTO THE LIGHT SHINES MEAN THIS IS LIKE MOVIE BUT ITS THE TRUTH SAY JAY

YOU KNOW CALL TO JAY JAY DO YOU THINK YOU COULD GET TO THAT AND HIS GUYS ARE BANGED UP

BUT NOW IM YELLING TO MARK MARK CAN SEE LIGHT CAN SEE LIGHT IM SHINING MY LIGHT OUT THE

WORLD TRADE CENTER IS 16ACRE COMPLEX DURING THE MIDDLE OF THE DAY IM SHINING FLASHLIGHT

OUT WINDOW NO ONE IS GOING TO SEE THAT BUT MY MIND IS GOING SAY GREAT TEN HOURS FROM

NOW ITS GOING TO BE DARK OR EIGHT HOURS WHATEVER ITS GOING TO BE DONT KNOWWHAT TIME IT IS

ITS GOING TO BE DARK AND THEN THEYLL SEE THAT LIGHT SO WERE SAVED YOU KNOW ITS JUST MATTER OF

TIME BUT THEYRE GOING TO GET TO US

MONTEL WILLIAMS SO RICH THE LIGHT IS SHINING THROUGH YOUVE NOTIFIED PEOPLE ON THE

OUTSIDE THAT YOU WERE AT LEAST SEEING LIGHT SO THEY ARE PROBABLY FEELING LITTLE BIT BETTER AND

THINKING THAT OKAY WE HAVE MEN DOWNBUT THERE HAS GOT TO BE WAY TO GET TO THEM OR WHAT DID

THEY SAY TO YOU

CHIEF PICCIOTTO IM NOTIFYING ONE PERSON LOT OF PEOPLE ARENT HEARING THIS SO START

CLIMBING UP AND WHEN GET TO THAT LIGHT GET OUT THAT AND THEN IT OPENS UP TO LOT MEAN

IM LOOKING OUT ON THE RUBBLE FIELD IM LOOKING OUT AT BIG AREA ALMOST THE SIZE OF FOOTBALL FIELD

AND HALLELUJAH WERE OUT OF HERE MEAN GOT HURT PEOPLE YOU KNOW SO CALLED JAY UP JAY

GET UP HERE YOUVE GOT TO GET UP HERE YOU KNOWWERE OUT WERE OUT

WERE OUT BUT IF YOU LOOKED AT IT IT JUST LOOKS LIKE PILE OF RUBBLE THERES PILES OF RUBBLE ALL OVER

THE PLACE WERE JUST PILE OF RUBBLE BUT WERE IN THIS PILE YOU KNOW THERES PILES ALL OVER THE

PLACE FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE RUBBLE FIELD WERE ABOUT YOU KNOW ITS GUESSTIMATE 30 40

FEET HIGH SO NOW BRING MY SIREN UP AGAIN MY BULLHORN MARK IM OUT LISTEN TO THIS LISTEN

SO HE HEARS IT SAID COME GET US
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FIFTEEN MINUTES LATER NO ONE IS THERE OVER AN HOUR HOUR AND HALF LATER WERE IN CONTACT AND

MEAN COULD SEE AN AREA LIKE SAID THE SIZE OF FOOTBALL FIELD

MONTEL WILLIAMS AND NOBODY COMES

CHIEF PICCIOTTO AND NOT SINGLE PERSON

MONTEL WILLIAMS WHEN DO THEY FINALLY GET TO YOU

CHIEF PICCIOTTO MARK AND 43 TRUCK GO THROUGH DONT KNOWIF IT WAS OR WORLD TRADE

CENTER BUILDING THAT ALSO PARTIALLY COLLAPSED BUT WAS BURNING NOWTHERES NO LINES ON THIS

BUILDING NOTHING TO PUT THE FIRE OUT BUT THEYRE COMING THROUGH THE BUILDING TO GET TO US

FINALLY ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE RUBBLE FIELD SEE ONE GUY AND YOU KNOW IM ECSTATIC

BUT CLIMBED DOWN IT TAKES LONG TIME AND EVENTUALLY GET TO THE RUBBLE FIELD LIKE SAID THE

BUILDING THAT THEY CAME THROUGH IS ON FIRE THEYRE GETTING CALLED BACK YOUVE GOT TO GET BACK

NOW OR WERE NOT GOING TO GET THROUGH THE GUYS GO FEW MINUTES LATER THEY COME BACK WE

CANT GET BACK THAT WAY THE WAY THEY CAME THEY CANT GET BACK

THE EXPRESSION OUT OF THE FRYING PAN INTO THE FIRE THAT BUILDING THE FIRE IS INTENSIFYING WERE

OUT IN THE OPEN BUT ACRID SMOKE IS HITTING US

MONTEL WILLIAMS HEAT

CHIEF PICCIOTTO BURNING MY EYES THE DOCTOR TOLD ME THAT THERES BURNS LIKE PEPPERED

THERES LITTLE HOLES BURNT INTO THE CORNEA HE SAYS ITS GOING TO BE FINE ITS JUST MATTER OF TIME

MONTEL WILLIAMS YOUR WIFE IS HERE DEBBIE COME UP HERE

WEREGOING TO WELCOME DEBBIE TO THE SHOW YOU CAN HAVE MY SEAT HAVE MY SEAT THIS IS

DEBBIE PICCIOTTO WHO IS RICHS WIFE GUYS GIVE IT UP

APPLAUSE

MONTEL WILLIAMS DEBBIE THIS ENTIRE TIME THIS IS HAPPENING YOU KNOWTHIS MAN

DEBBIE PICCIOTTO YES

MONTEL WILLIAMS SO YOU KNOWHES GOING TO BE ONE OF THE GUYS THAT WENT RUNNING DOWN

THERE AS SOON AS HE FOUND OUT SOMETHING WAS WRONG
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DEBBIE PICCIOTTO ACTUALLY THERES GOT TO BE SOMETHING WRONG WITH ME AFTER 28 YEARS OF HIM

BEING ON THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAVE LIKE THIS BLOCK AND DONT THINK OF HIM FIGHTING FIRES DONT

KNOW WHETHER ITS PROTECTIVE MECHANISM OR WHAT THINK OF HIM GOING IN AND BEING WITH HIS MEN

AND THEYRE ALL FRIENDS AND IM WORRIED ABOUT MY DAUGHTER WHO GOES TO PACE DOWNTHERE DONT

WORRY ABOUT HIM THINK THAT HES NOT GOING TO BE THERE FOR WHILE DIDNT THINK THAT HE WOULD BE

THERE THAT SOON SO DIDNT KNOWTHAT HE WAS TRAPPED

MONTEL WILLIAMS DID YOU TRY TO CALL HIM

DEBBIE PICCIOTTO NO

MONTEL WILLIAMS SO DURING THAT WHOLE FOUR HOUR PERIOD OF TIME

DEBBIE PICCIOTTO KEPT SAYING TO MYSELF

MONTEL WILLIAMS YOURE CALLING YOUR DAUGHTER

DEBBIE PICCIOTTO WAS TRYING TO CALL HER SAID HE MUST BE VERY BUSY HES DIRECTING

PEOPLE DONT EXPECT TO HEAR FROM HIM AND SHE CALLED ME AND SAID DADDYS DOWN THERE AND

SAID NO LISA HES VERY BUSY THATS WHY HE HASNT CALLED US YOU KNOW DADDYS FINE BUT HE

WASNT

MONTEL WILLIAMS WOULD SAY KNOWYOU GUYS ALREADY RECOGNIZE HIM AS THE HERO THAT HE IS

DO YOU NOT

DEBBIE PICCIOTTO HES UNBELIEVABLE HADNT BEEN ABLE TO REALLY LISTEN TO THE STORY START

TO FINISH UNTIL ABOUT FIVE DAYS AFTERWARDS BECAUSE JUST KEPT GETTING UP AND LEAVING COULDNT

BELIEVE WHAT HE WENT THROUGH HES DEFINITELY AN UNBELIEVABLE HERO

MONTEL WILLIAMS PLEASE WELCOME RICHS FAMILY HIS WIFE DEBBIE AND HIS CHILDREN LISA AND

STEVEN TO THE SHOW LISA YOU CONTACTED YOUR DAD RIGHT OR HOW DID THAT HAPPEN

LISA PICCIOTTO NO WHAT HAPPENED WAS GO TO PACE UNIVERSITY SO WAS DOWN THERE TOO

AND ONE OF MY ROOMMATES HER FATHER IS ALSO FIREMAN SHE HEARD FROM HER FATHER AND DIDNT

HEAR FROM MY FATHER SO WAS JUST WAITING AND WAS EVACUATED AND WAS PUT ON BOAT TO STATEN

ISLAND SO WAS IN STATEN ISLAND SO DIDNT HEAR
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MONTEL WILLIAMS BUT FOR YOU JUST LIKE YOUR MOM MEAN HES BATTALION CHIEF YOU

PROBABLY THOUGHT IN THE BACK OF YOUR MIND WELL HES JUST BUSY HES JUST BUSY OR DID YOU THINK

THERE WAS SOMETHING WRONG

LISA PICCIOTTO THERE WAS NO DOUBT IN MY MIND THAT HE WAS THERE DIDNT KNOWTO THE EXTENT

THAT HE WAS THERE BUT KNEW HE WAS THERE AND TO BE PERFECTLY HONEST THOUGHT HE WAS THE FIRST

GUY THERE BECAUSE THATS JUST THE PERSONALITY THAT HE IS

MONTEL WILLIAMS SO THEREFORE WHEN YOU SAW THE IMAGE OF THAT BUILDING COMING DOWNWHAT

DID YOU THINK

CHIEF PICCIOTTO NOT THE IMAGE

MONTEL WILLIAMS YOU WERE THERE AND SAW IT

LISA PICCIOTTO WAS THERE

CHIEF PICCIOTTO SHE SAWTHE SECOND PLANE HIT AND SAW BOTH BUILDINGS COME DOWN LIVE

LISA PICCIOTTO RIGHT THINK THAT MY SCARIEST THING IS WHEN SAW ON THE NEWSTHEY SAID

200PLUS FIREMEN ARE MISSING THATS WHEN JUST LOST IT

MONTEL WILLIAMS IS THAT WHEN IT HIT YOU TOO STEVEN

STEVEN PICCIOTTO WELL GOT SENT HOME FROM SCHOOL AND DIDNT KNOWWHAT WAS GOING ON

AND MY MOMWAS AT WORK SO WE WERE ALL IN DIFFERENT PLACES NONE OF US WERE TOGETHER AND

WAS THE FIRST TO FIND OUT EVERYTHING SOMEONE CAME TO THE DOOR AND SAID THAT YOUR FATHER IS OUT

AND HES OKAY AND HE DIDNT KNOWANYTHING ELSE SO WAS LIKE WELL WHAT DO YOU MEAN HES OUT

HES OUT OF WHAT WHAT HAPPENED AND HES LIKE WELL DONT KNOWTHE STORY AND THIS IS AT LIKE

330 345 AND HES BEEN TRAPPED SINCE 900 OCLOCK SO WE KNEW NOTHING FOR THAT LONG AND

GOT PHONE CALL FROM MRS JONAS AND SHE TOLD ME THE WHOLE STORY

CHIEF PICCIOTTO THATS JAY THE GUY WAS WITH

STEVEN PICCIOTTO SHE TOLD ME THE WHOLE STORY AND THEN CALLED MY MOMAT WORK AND TOLD

HER
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MONTEL WILLIAMS THATS WHEN YOU FIRST FOUND OUT ABOUT IT

DEBBIE PICCIOTTO THATS WHEN LOST IT

STEVEN PICCIOTTO THATS WHEN SHE FIRST FOUND OUT

LISA PICCIOTTO SO IM ON STATEN ISLAND AND STILL DONT KNOW BECAUSE IM TAKING THE FERRY

OVER

CHIEF PICCIOTTO YOUVE GOT TO ASK HER WHAT SHE DID BEFORE SHE WENT BECAUSE IM VERY PROUD

OF HER

MONTEL WILLIAMS WHAT DID YOU DO BEFORE YOU WENT OUT OF STATEN ISLAND

LISA PICCIOTTO WELL THE THING IS BEFORE WE WERE ABLE TO GET OUT OF STATEN ISLAND WE WERE SO

ANTSY WE HAD TO DO SOMETHING SO MY ROOMMATESAND WEWANTED TO GO DONATE BLOOD BUT THE

LINE WAS JUST PHENOMENAL ALREADY AND DOWNTOWNWAS BEING TOTALLY EVACUATED SO THEY KIND OF

TURNED US AWAY AND THATS WHEN WEWERE PUSHED ON THE FERRY BOATS

MONTEL WILLIAMS YOU WENT AHEAD AND DONATED BLOOD LATER

LISA PICCIOTTO YES

MONTEL WILLIAMS ABSOLUTELY IT IS MIRACLE THAT HE IS HERE BUT WOULD VENTURE TO SAY

AMERICA NOW REALIZES THE HERO THAT HE WAS AND IS THINK RICH JUST YOUR COMING UP OUT OF THAT

HOLE IS WHAT INSPIRED SO MANY PEOPLE TO KEEP WORKING SO HARD BECAUSE THEY REALIZED THERE

IS SURVIVOR SOMEBODY SURVIVED AND WOULD SAY THATS THE DOUBLE PIECE TO YOUR BEING HERO

BECAUSE THERE ARE PEOPLE DOWNTHERE WORKING SO HARD

DEBBIE PICCIOTTO SO HARD

MONTEL WILLIAMS JUST BECAUSE THEY SAW YOU

CHIEF PICCIOTTO YES AND WENT TO VISIT YOU KNOW LOST GUYS IN MY COMPANY LOST

GUYS CANT GO TO WORK BECAUSE OF MY EYES SO HAD TO DO SOMETHING SO IM GOING TO VISIT THESE

WIVES AND ALL THE WIVES OUT THERE IM TRYING TO GIVE THEM HOPE YOU KNOW SURVIVED BUT

REALISTICALLY YOU KNOW AT THIS POINT YOU KNOWTHERES STILL HOPE THERES HOPE BUT WANT PEOPLE TO

BE REALISTIC THAT ITS VERY SLIM BUT YOU HAVE TO HELP THESE WIVES NOW THEY NEED HELP
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