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Madrid train attacks
Introduction Attacks Investigation The trial

On 11 March 2004, a series of 
bombs exploded within minutes of 
each other on four commuter trains 
in the Spanish capital Madrid.

The blasts killed 191 people and 
wounded 1,841. It was the worst 
terror attack in Europe since the 
Lockerbie bombing in 1988.

Seven of the key suspects - 
including the alleged mastermind, 
Tunisian Serhane ben Abdelmajid 
Fakhet - died in an explosion at a 
Madrid flat in April 2004 as police 
were closing in on them. A 
policeman also died.

Twenty one people, mostly 
Moroccans, were convicted of 
involvement in the attacks. Three 
of the key defendants received 
maximum jail sentences.

  
Top: Damaged train at Atocha; right: injured passenger; middle: candle tributes and protests against 
terrorism; left: bodies recovered from trains
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Introduction Attacks Investigation The trial

All four of the trains targeted by 
the bombers had left Alcala de 
Henares station, 19 miles from 
Madrid. 

Ten explosions ripped through the 
busy carriages as the trains were 
either in stations or just outside. 

Three bombs failed to go off and 
were later deactivated by 
explosives experts. 

Use the links on the map to find 
out what happened when.
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BLAME: The government, who lost elections held three days after the 
attacks, initially blamed Basque separatists Eta. But al-Qaeda soon 
became main line of inquiry.

Detonators and a tape recording of Koranic verses were found inside a 
white van at Alcala de Henares. Eta denied involvement, while groups 
linked to al-Qaeda claimed responsibility in a letter and video message.

LEADS: The discovery of a mobile phone inside an unexploded bag 
bomb on the wrecked El Pozo train led to the arrest of Moroccan Jamal 
Zougam. Survivors said Mr Zougam was seen loading bags onto trains at 
Alcala de Henares.

Explosives in the bag bomb were traced to a mine in northern Spain. 
Spaniard Jose Emilio Surez Trashorras was charged with supplying some 
of the explosives to the bombers. A 16-year-old was later jailed for six 
years for trafficking some of explosives used.

Investigations into a batch of mobile phone cards believed to have been 
used by the bombers led police to a flat in the Madrid suburb of Leganes 
in April 2004, where seven key suspects blew themselves up.

ARRESTS: Police arrested more than 70 suspects in an investigation 
spanning six countries. One suspect, Mohamed Afalah is believed to 
have died in a suicide attack in Iraq in 2005.

International arrest warrants resulted in the detention and extradition to 
Spain of a number of the key suspects, who ended up on trial and 
convicted.

BAG BOMB

 

1. Mitsubishi Triumph mobile 
phone
2. Copper detonator
3. Explosives (8-12kg)
4. Metal fragments 

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

●     E-mail news
●     Mobiles
●     Alerts
●     News feeds
●     Interactive TV
●     Podcasts

●     

BBC Copyright Notice
MMVIII

●     Most Popular Now | The most read story in Europe is: Bernanke demands bail-out action
●     Back to top ^^

●     Help
●     Privacy and cookies policy
●     News sources
●     About the BBC
●     Contact us

 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/guides/457000/457031/html/nn3page1.stm24/09/2008 21.06.20

http://www.bbc.co.uk/go/toolbar/-/home/d/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/go/toolbar/-/home/d/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/go/toolbar/-/a-z/
http://newswm.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/change_edition.pl?qs=http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/guides/457000/457031/html/nn3page1.stm&content=nol&dest=Domestic
http://newswm.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/change_edition.pl?qs=http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/guides/457000/457031/html/nn3page1.stm&content=nol&dest=International
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iftoolbar/versions.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/text_only.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/check/player/nol/newsid_7350000/newsid_7352600?redirect=7352691.stm&news=1&nbram=1&bbram=1&nbwm=1&bbwm=1&asb=1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/check/player/nol/newsid_7350000/newsid_7352600?redirect=7352691.stm&news=1&nbram=1&bbram=1&nbwm=1&bbwm=1&asb=1
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/banner/story/services/-/1/hi/help/products_and_services/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/banner/story/services/-/1/hi/help/products_and_services/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/banner/story/services/-/1/hi/help/products_and_services/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/banner/story/services/-/1/hi/help/products_and_services/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/northern_ireland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/also_in_the_news/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/video_and_audio/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/default.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/d/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/default.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/onthisday
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/theeditors/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/products_and_services/default.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/email/news
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/1/hi/help/6207366.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/1/hi/help/4735697.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/1/hi/help/3223484.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/1/hi/help/5092618.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/podcasts/directory/genre/newscurrentaffairs/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3281849.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/7634017.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/default.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3281815.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/info/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/newswatch/ukfs/hi/feedback/default.stm


BBC NEWS | In Depth

 Home Explore the BBC

UK versionInternational version|About the versions 
Low graphics|Accessibility help 

BBC NEWS CHANNEL News services  
Your news when you 
want it  

News Front Page 
World 
UK 
England 
Northern Ireland 
Scotland 
Wales 
Business 
Politics 
Health 
Education 
Science & Environment 
Technology 
Entertainment 
Also in the news 
-----------------
Video and Audio 
-----------------
Have Your Say 
Magazine 
In Pictures 
Country Profiles 
Special Reports 
RELATED BBC SITES

●     SPORT
●     WEATHER
●     CBBC 

NEWSROUND
●     ON THIS DAY
●     EDITORS' BLOG

Madrid train attacks
Introduction Attacks Investigation The trial

Twenty-one people were convicted of involvement in the Madrid train 
bombings which led to 191 deaths and 1,856 people injured.

Key defendant Rabei Osman Sayed Ahmed and seven others were 
acquitted.

CONVICTED

JAMAL ZOUGAM:  
Moroccan national who ran a mobile phone shop in Madrid. Found guilty 
of 191 counts of murder, and sentenced to 30 years for each. Also 
sentenced to 20 years each for 1,856 counts of attempted murder.

Also sentenced to 12 years in prison for belonging to a terrorist 
organisation. 

Zougam was arrested two days after the attacks. He was said to have 
been under Spanish police surveillance since the 2003 bombings in 
Casablanca that killed 45 people. 

Witnesses are said to have seen him leaving a rucksack on one of the 
trains. 

OTMAN EL GHANOUI:  
Morrocan-born Ghanaoui was found guilty of 191 murders and 1,856 
attempted murders and sentenced to 30 years each and 20 years each 
respectively. 

Also sentenced to 15 years each on four counts of "terrorist carnage", and 
12 years for belonging to a terrorist group. 

JOSE EMILIO SUAREZ TRASHORRAS:  
Spanish former miner was found guilty of supplying some of the 
explosives used in the attacks. 

Sentenced to 25 years each for 192 deaths - 191 who died in the 
bombings, and policeman Francisco Javier Torronteras, who died when 
seven key suspects committed suicide during a police raid. 

ABDELMAJID BOUCHAR:  
Moroccan. Sentenced to 18 years in jail. Alleged to have fled an 
apartment in Leganes, near Madrid, where the suspected train bombers 
hid after the attacks. He was accused of 191 counts of murder and 1,856 
counts of attempted murder. 

BASEL GHALYOUN:  
Syrian-born. Sentenced to 12 years in prison. Owned a Madrid apartment 
where members of an Islamist cell allegedly used to meet. He was 
accused of 191 murders and 1,856 attempted murders. 

YOUSSEF BELHADJ:  
Moroccan. Convicted of belonging to a terrorist group and sentenced to 
12 years in prison. 

HASAN EL HASKI:  
Moroccan. Suspected leading member of the Moroccan Islamic 
Combatant Group. Sentenced to 15 years for belonging to a terrorist 
group.

Fouad el Morabit Amghar, born 1973, Morocco: Sentenced to 12 years 

Mouhannad Almallah "Dabas", born 1964, Syria: Sentenced to 12 
years 

Mohamed Larbi Ben Sellam, born 1977, Morocco: Sentenced to 12 
years 

Rafa Zouhier, born 1979, Morocco: Sentenced to 10 years 

Sergio Alvarez Sanchez, born 1979, Spain: Sentenced to three years 

Antonio Ivan Reis, born 1982, Spain: Sentenced to three years 

Hamid Ahmidan, born 1977, Morocco: Sentenced to 23 years 

Abdelilah el Fadoual el Akil, born 1969, Morocco: Sentenced to nine 
years 

Mohamed Bouharrat, born 1979, Morocco: Sentenced to 12 years 

Rachid Aglif, born 1979, Morocco: Sentenced to 18 years 

Saed el Harrak, born 1973, Morocco: Sentenced to 12 years 

Mahmoud Slimane Aoun, born 1960, Lebanon: Sentenced to three 
years 

Nasreddine Bousbaa, born 1969, Algeria: Sentenced to three years 

ACQUITTED

RABEI OSMAN SAYED AHMED:  
Alias "Mohamed The Egyptian", Mr Osman was found not guilty of 
having played a key role in bombings. 

Mohamed Moussaten, born 1984, Morocco: Not guilty 

Ivan Granados Pena, born 1979, Spain: Not guilty 

Antonio Toro, born 1977, Spain: Not guilty 

Carmen Toro, born 1981, Spain: Not guilty 

Javier Gonzalez Diaz, born 1952, Spain: Not guilty 

Emiliano Llano Alvarez, born 1960, Spain: Not guilty 

Raul Gonzalez Pelaez, born 1979, Spain: Not guilty 

  
Jail terms for Jamal Zougam, Otman el Ghanoui, 
Abdelmajid Bouchar and Emilio Trashorras 
(clockwise from top left)
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Timeline: Madrid investigation 

 
Police have pieced together clues from the 
unexploded bombs

Spain has detained and provisionally 
charged several suspects in 
connection with the 11 March train 
bombings in Madrid, many of them 
Moroccan. 

Four suspects died during a police 
raid on 3 April, including the alleged 
ringleader, Serhane ben Abdelmajid 
Fakhet, alias "The Tunisian", the 
interior ministry said. 

BBC News website tracks the key developments in the investigation: 

11 March: Ten bombs explode on four packed early-morning commuter trains 
in Madrid, killing 191 people and leaving at least 1,800 injured. 

Police also carry out controlled explosions on three other unexploded devices, 
which were hidden in rucksacks. 

In the immediate aftermath of the attacks, the Spanish government names the 
Basque separatist group Eta as the main suspect. But evidence simultaneously 
emerges that Islamic militants might be behind the attacks. 

The evidence includes the discovery of a stolen van containing seven 
detonators and an Arabic language tape close to a Madrid station. 

A letter sent to a London-based Arabic newspaper claims responsibility for the 
attacks on behalf of the Abu Hafs al-Masri Brigades, a group that aligns itself 
to Osama Bin Laden's al-Qaeda network. The accuracy of the claim cannot be 
verified. 

13 March: Five men are arrested in connection with a mobile phone found 
inside a bag of explosives which failed to go off. They are three Moroccans and 
two Indians. One of the Moroccans is named as Jamal Zougam, who is alleged 
to have links with the suspected leader of an al-Qaeda cell in Spain. 

14 March: A video claiming responsibility for the attack purporting to be from 
al-Qaeda's military spokesman in Europe is uncovered. The speaker says the 
attacks were revenge for Spain's "collaboration with the criminals Bush and his 
allies". 

Spain's Socialist Party wins a surprise victory in the country's general election, 
after voters appear to turn on the government over its handling of the Madrid 
attacks. 

15 March: The man set to be the new prime minister, Jose Luis Rodriguez 
Zapatero, condemns the war in Iraq and threatens to pull Spanish troops out of 
the country. 

18 March: Five men are arrested over the Madrid attacks - four Moroccans 
and a Spaniard. One of the Moroccans is freed without charge a few days later. 

19 March: The five men arrested two days after the attacks are remanded in 
custody. They are: 

●     Moroccans Jamal Zougam, Mohamed Bekkali and Mohamed Chaoui, 
who are provisionally charged with multiple counts of murder, 
attempted murder, stealing a vehicle, belonging to a terrorist 
organisation and four counts of carrying out terrorist acts. 

●     Two Indian nationals Vinay Kohly and Suresh Kumar, held on 
suspicion of collaborating with a terrorist organisation, of fraud and of 
falsifying documents.

20-21 March: More suspects arrested in separate raids. They include a two 
Moroccan men and a Moroccan woman. 

23 March: Four men arrested on 18 March are remanded in custody. They are: 

●     Spaniard Jose Emilio Suarez Trashorras, accused of supplying the 
explosives for the attacks and facing charges of multiple counts of 
murder, as well as attempted murder, robbery and terrorism charges. 

●     Moroccan Abderrahim Zbakh, accused of multiple murders and 
attempted murders, robbery and collaborating or belonging to a terrorist 
organisation. 

●     Moroccans Mohamed El Hadi Chedadi and Abdelouahid Berrak, facing 
charges of collaborating with or belonging to a terrorist organisation.

Another Moroccan man who was being held is freed without charge. 

The same day, another Moroccan man is arrested over the Madrid blasts. 

24 March: Syrian man arrested. 

Two more suspects are provisionally charged with collaborating with a terrorist 
group - a Moroccan man, Rafa Zuher, and the only woman suspect so far, 
Naima Oulad Akcha, also Moroccan. 

26 March: Another suspect, Moroccan Faisal Alluch is provisionally charged 
with collaborating with a terrorist group. 

30 March: Spain names an Islamist extremist group, the Moroccan Islamic 
Combatant Group, as the main focus of the Madrid investigation. 

Provisional charges are laid against two more suspects held in detention. They 
are: 

●     Syrian Basel Ghayoun, accused of mass murder and belonging to a 
terrorist organisation. 

●     Moroccan Hamid Ahmidam, accused of collaborating with a terrorist 
organisation.

Spanish police also arrest a Moroccan man, Otman El Gnaout. 

31 March: Spain issues international arrest warrants for five Moroccans and a 
Tunisian, identified as Sarhane ben Abdelmajid Fakhet and described as the 
leader of the group suspected of carrying out the Madrid attacks. 

2 April: An unexploded bomb is found on the high-speed rail link between 
Madrid and Seville. Tests later show that the explosives matched the type used 
in the 11 March attacks. 

Provisional charges are laid against a 15th suspect. Moroccan man Otman El 
Gnaout is accused of collaboration with or membership of a terrorist 
organisation. 

3 April: Four suspects wanted for the Madrid train bomb attacks die during a 
police raid on an apartment in Leganes, a suburb of Madrid, the interior 
ministry says. 

Among the dead is the alleged ringleader of the Madrid bombings, Sarhane ben 
Abdelmajid Fakhet, a Tunisian named in the international arrest warrants, the 
authorities say. 

Another of those killed is identified as Abdennabi Kounjaa, a Moroccan also 
named in the arrest warrants, Spain says. 

A third man is named as Arrisse Rifat Anouar. 

One police officer is killed and at least 11 injured. 

5 April: 

Officials announce two more arrests - one in Madrid, the other in Ceuta. 

Police examine a fax threatening to "make blood flow like rivers" if Spanish 
troops remain in Iraq and Afghanistan. The fax comes from a group claiming 
both the 11 March bombings and the foiled attack on the Madrid-Seville rail 
link. 

7 April: 

Two Moroccans are detained and provisionally charged with terrorism 
offences. Rachid Adli is arrested near Madrid, and is reported to have admitted 
meeting Jamal Zougam, one of the key suspects in custody. 

The other Moroccan, Abdelilah el Fuad, is arrested in the Spanish enclave of 
Ceuta in North Africa. Spanish media said he had been at a house where the 
bombers are believed to have prepared the devices and activated the mobile 
phones that triggered the train explosions. Mr Fuad is also said to have bought 
a car used to go to Asturias to collect explosives for the 11 March attacks. 

12 April: 

Three more suspects arrested: Fouad el Mourabit, a Moroccan, is provisionally 
charged with collaborating with terrorists. The other two suspects are not 
named. 

16 April: 

Spanish police arrest three more suspects, reportedly from Morocco, Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt. Their names are not released. 

26 April: 

The interior ministry issues five new arrest warrants - and the pictures of the 
suspects wanted in connection with the attacks. 

Their names are: Mohamed Afalah, Mohamed Belhadj, Abdelmajid Bouchar, 
Mohamed Bouharrat and Hicham Ahmidan. Their nationalities were not given. 

Earlier in the day, a Spanish magistrate investigating the bombings ordered two 
Moroccan brothers, Abdennabid and Mohamed Cheddadi, to be freed. 

But he ordered the brothers to keep the court informed of their whereabouts, a 
court official said. 
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Madrid blasts: The Islamic connection 
Spain's outgoing government paid heavily at the polls for the speed at 
which it moved to blame the Basque separatist group Eta for the Madrid 
train bombings. 

 
Nearly 200 people have died as a result of the 
attacks

In the immediate aftermath of the 
March 11 attacks, Jose Maria Aznar's 
government insisted that Eta - with its 
history of blasts timed to coincide with 
elections - was its prime suspect. 

But evidence was simultaneously 
emerging of an Islamic link, and the 
evidence has since hardened up that 
militants - perhaps with connections to 
al-Qaeda - might be behind the attacks. 

More than a dozen people have been held on various provisional charges in 
connection with the attacks, including 10 Moroccans, two Indians and two 
Spaniards - one of Syrian origin. 

Moroccan co-operation 

It was the arrests of five men two days after the blasts that gave the first 
concrete basis to speculation that Islamic militants were behind the attacks. 

The five were detained in connection with a mobile phone which was found 
inside a bag containing explosives that failed to go off. 

Investigators believe mobile phones were used to detonate 10 bombs hidden in 
backpacks on the four trains which were targeted. 

One of the men being held Jamal Zougam, a Moroccan, has been monitored by 
the Spanish authorities for some time. 

He is alleged to have links with a man known as Abu Dahdah - identified in a 
judicial indictment last Autumn as the suspected leader of an al-Qaeda cell in 
Spain. 

The Moroccan authorities have also been closely involved in the investigation, 
amid speculation of a connection between the Madrid blasts and those in 
Casablanca last year. 

Forty-five people, including 12 suicide bombers, died in the Casablanca blasts, 
which the Moroccan authorities blamed on an ultra-conservative Islamist group 
said to have links with al-Qaeda. 

One of the targets was a Spanish cultural centre, where four Spaniards were 
among the dead. 

True or false 

The claims of responsibility from Islamic groups have however yet to be 
authenticated. 

A man calling himself Abu Dujan al-Afgani and identifying himself as al-
Qaeda's military spokesman in Europe appeared in one videotape to claim the 
attacks. 

However, intelligence services have no record of him. 

Another group, the Abu Hafs al-Masri Brigades, linked to al-Qaeda, sent 
statements to a London-based Arab newspaper saying it carried out the attacks. 

 
Spain's troop presence in Iraq may be pulled out

The group also warned that its 
"brigades of death" could strike next in 
Japan, the US, Italy, Britain, Saudi 
Arabia or Australia. 

However, US intelligence officials 
believe the group has little credibility. 

But even before the arrests and claims 
of responsibility, some analysts were 
already convinced that the bombings 
bore the hallmarks of al-Qaeda. 

The choice of multiple targets in a simultaneous co-ordinated attack is a key 
feature of an operation by the Islamic militant group. 

The attack appears to have been designed to inflict the maximum number of 
civilian casualties - again consistent with previous al-Qaeda operations. 

Al-Qaeda had also threatened revenge on Spain for its government's backing of 
the US-led invasion of Iraq and its sending of 1,300 troops, which incoming 
Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero has pledged to withdraw. 
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